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H.111

Introduced by Representatives Devereux of Mount Holly, Townsend of
South Burlington, Brumsted of Shelburne, Gannon of
Wilmington, Gardner of Richmond, Hubert of Milton,
Kitzmiller of Montpelier, LaClair of Barre Town, Lewis of
Berlin, and Weed of Enosburgh

Referred to Committee on

Date:

Subject: Government operations; vital records; health; judiciary

Statement of purpose of bill as introduced: This bill proposes to revise

Vermont statutes related to vital records.

An act relating to vital records

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Vermont:
% %k (Coporal Dravicione Dolatad to Vital Pocorde s sk ok
Sec. 1. 18 V8wl § 4999 is added to 18 V.S.A. chapter 101 to read:

§ 4999. DEFINITIONS

As used in this part, unless the context reqWmas otherwise:

(1) “Certified copy” means a copy of a vital event ce pate issued and
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issted.

(W “Designated agent” means the State Archivist or a town clerk

designated the State Registrar to issue certified and noncertified copies of

vital event cert¥icates from the Statewide Registration System.

(3) “License®health care professional” means a physician, a physician

assistant, or an advancpractice registered nurse.

(4) “Municipality” o%‘town’ means a city, town, village, unorganized

town or gore, or town or gore Within the unified towns and gores of Essex

County.

(5) “Noncertified copy” means #Mgopy of a vital event certificate issued

by a public agency as defined in 1 V.S.A. 817, other than:

(A) a certified copy: or

(B) a copy of a vital event certificate regi$ered prior to January 1,

1909.

(6) “Office of Vital Records” means an office of theWepartment of

Health responsible for the Statewide Registration System and wiith the

authority over vital records provided by law.

(7) “Original” means a vital event certificate registered prior to Mly 1,

2018 in the case of birth, death, and civil union certificates, and prior to Julg 1

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(8) “Registrant” means the individual who is the subject of a vital event

certifiCte.

(9) "§tatewide Registration System” or “System” means the sole official

electronic repoSitory of:

(A) vital $ent certificate data, as of July 1, 2018 in the case of birth

and death certificates aNd as of July 1, 2019 in the case of marriage and civil

union certificates; and

(B) such other data ré¥ated to vital records as the State Registrar may

prescribe.

(10) “Town clerk” or “municipalglerk” or “clerk” means a town clerk, a

city clerk, a county clerk acting on behalf J€ an unorganized town or gore, or

the supervisor of the unified towns and gores okEssex County, or a town

official or employee designated by the same to act & his or her behalf.

(11) “Vital event certificate” means a birth, deatMy marriage, or civil

union certificate. “Vital event certificate” does not includeWgny confidential

portion of a report of birth or of death or of an application for Mgmarriage or

civil union license.

(12) “Vital record” means:

(A) areport of birth, death, fetal death, or induced termination of

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(B) a vital event certificate;

(C) a marriage or civil union license;

[W. a burial-transit permit; and

(E) a

H.111
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other records associated with the creation, registration,

processing, modifi8ation, or disclosure of the records described in this

subdivision (12).

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 5020 1

§ 5020 5000. SUPERVIS

OR (K

A

edesignated to read:

ORDS STATE REGISTRAR;

DUTIES; AUTHORETY; STATEWIDE REGISTRATION

SYSTEM; DESIGNATAD AGENTS

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 5000 is amended to redy:

§ 5000. STATE REGISTRAR; DUTIES; AU

JORITY; STATEWIDE

REGISTRATION SYSTEM; DESIGNA

D AGENTS

(a) The commissioner Commissioner shall designat§a member of the

department Department as

Nery
vaSASs ey

tho the

State Registrar. The State Registrar shall head the Office of Vil Records, and

shall provide consultation to town and-ceunty clerks, hospital persdgnel,

physicians licensed health care professionals, midwives, funeral direct§gs,

elergymen clergy, probate judges, and all other persons involved in vital

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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crc®tion, registration, processing, modification, and disclosure of vital records.

(b) ¥ he Commissioner may exercise any authority granted to or fulfill

any duties @nferred on the State Registrar under this part or any other

provision of laW related to vital records, and the State Registrar may

delegate the exerci®% of his or her authority or the performance of his or her

duties to a duly authorf™ed representative.

(c)(1) The State RegistMyr shall operate the Statewide Registration

System, which as of July 1, 20 for birth and death certificates, and as of

July 1, 2019 for marriage and civilgnion certificates, shall be the sole

official repository of data from vital evnt certificates registered on or after

January 1, 1909.

(2) Birth, death, and marriage certificate%registered prior to

January 1, 1909:

(A) shall not be incorporated into the Statewide Registration

System;

(B) may be maintained at the offices of town clerks oWat the

Vermont State Archives and Records Administration as specified irsection

5007 of this title; and

(C) shall not be eligible for amendment under this part.

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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Sy%em and an original vital event certificate maintained in the office of a town

clerk. W addition, the State Registrar shall have the authority to change the

contents oI vital event certificate in the System in order to address a known

error or to conyrm the certificate to the requirements of a court order. The

nature of a change ¥he identity of the person making the change, and the date

the change is made in the System under this subsection shall be recorded and

maintained in the System.

(4) Except as authorizedfgnder subdivision 5073(a)(3) of this title, and

except for corrections, completionSgor amendments to address known errors or

omissions, the State Registrar shall der any application under this part

requesting a correction, completion, or am&dment of a vital event certificate

in order to change a name, and shall change a "Myme only in accordance with a

court order.

(d) The State Registrar shall designate the State Ar®kivist, and shall

designate qualified town clerks in the State, to aid in the effcient

administration of the Statewide Registration System and in isstng certified

and noncertified copies of vital event certificates in accordance witlsection

5016 of this title. To be appointed as a designated agent, a town clerk Skall

apply to the State Registrar.

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(1) administer the Statewide Registration System and fulfill the

duties Mgsigned to him or her under this part;

(2) sovide for the preservation and security of the official records of

the Office of Val Records, and for the matching of birth and death records

in order to prevente fraudulent use of birth and death certificates of

deceased persons;

(3) promote unifornfy of policy and procedures pertaining to vital

records and vital statistics throdghout the State;

(4) prescribe the contents ant% form of vital record reports, vital event

certificates, and related applications ankdocuments; prescribe the contents

and form of burial-transit permits; and distbute the same;

(5) maintain a Vital Records Alert SysteMg in order to track and

prevent misrepresentation, fraud, or illegal activitid in connection with

vital records;

(6) implement audit and quality control procedures Mg necessary to

ensure compliance with vital records filing and reporting requifgments;

(7) prescribe:

(A) the manner in which vital records required to be submittct to

him or her shall be submitted;

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(C) physical requirements and security standards for storage of

vital evgnt certificates and related supplies, after consideration of best

practices i1SMued by state and federal law enforcement and public health

organizations;

(D) the ner in which the Department of Public Safety shall

furnish lists of missing®nd kidnapped children to the State Registrar;

(E) procedures gMgerning the public’s inspection of vital event

certificates, if necessary to proMct the integrity of the certificates or to deter

fraud;

(8) adopt rules governing:

(A) acceptable content and limita%ons on the number of

characters on a birth certificate; and

(B) the process for denying certified copi¥s of vital event

certificates based on a Vital Records Alert System mat®3 or evidence of

fraud or misrepresentation, notifying affected persons of th&denial, and

investigating and resolving the issue identified.

(f) The State Registrar may adopt rules as may be necessary to Sarry out

his or her duties under this part.

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 5001 is amended to read:

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(O DLAN

(b) BeginnMg on January 1, 2010, all eertificates-of birth,-marriage,civil

niton_divo
Ot >

ce;-dedh,-and fetal death certified copies of vital event certificates

shall be issued on uniq¥g paper with antifraud features approved by the
commissioner-of-health St Registrar and available from the department-of

health Office of Vital Records.

(b) Town custodians of vital ev8at certificates, whether or not designated

by the State Registrar as agents authori%ed to issue copies of vital event

certificates, shall ensure that the following e stored in a fireproof safe or

vault:

(1) blank copies of antifraud paper;

(2) original vital event certificates; and

(3) such other records or materials as the State RegiSqar may prescribe.

(c)(1) The State Registrar may audit any municipal or counWy office that

stores or issues vital records to determine its compliance with the réguirements

of this part and any rules adopted thereunder. The State Registrar may%equire

an office that fails an audit to transfer or cease issuing vital records until it

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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coruct a follow-up audit within 30 days of the request.

(W A municipality or county that fails an audit shall be responsible for

reimbursin®&the Office of Vital Records for reasonable removal and storage

costs incurred By the Office of Vital Records.

Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. &5002 is amended to read:

§ 5002. REFTURNS:-TABLEES REPORT OF VITAL STATISTICS

The commissioner-of he§lth State Registrar shall prepare from-thereturns

of an annual vital statistics rep®t with the information collected from the

preceding calendar year for statewi¥e reporting of births, civil marriages, eivil

unions; deaths, fetal deaths, and divorclg required-by-law-to-be-transmitted-to

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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o0 ()P 1\ / NLA PA W, (O 1) NLA [ _A N

¢ commissioner State Registrar shall procure and send to each-town-and

aYhha el o a orm sha¥la epnor] a niform 17e nd with maroin a
cOu S DTS > D—ctid S av OO c > D o, ahd a5 >

binding; dWgnated agents materials as are may be necessary to-be-used-in

ompliance-with the provisions-of this part for the issuance of vital event

certificates.
Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. § 50%5 is amended to read:
§ 5005. UNORGANIZEDYOWNS AND GORES
@) The county clerk of a cOynty wherein-is-situated where an unorganized

town or gore is situated shall have ¥ge authority, perform the same duties, and

be subject to the same penalties a

binding such-certificates-shall- be paid-by-the-state prescribdy in this part in

relation to vital records and to the residents of the unorganizedSpwn or gore.

VT LEG #320066 v.5



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 12 of 172

I NELYATATA A [) AVAN N NIEODRNA (N D
TOWN REPORTS

Towly clerks annually may compile-and-the or auditors may publish in the
annual towNreport a-transeript-of therecord-of nonconfidential information

and statistics c@gcerning births, marriages, eivil-unions; and deaths recorded of

residents during th&preceding calendar year. Upon request, the State Registrar

shall furnish a town clefk such information and statistics.

Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A. § 5007 i§amended to read:
§ 5007. PRESERVATION OFRQATA RECORDS

A town clerk shall receive, numBer,-and-file for record-certificates-of births;

easprovided-by 24 V.S ARS & permanently preserve

at the office of the clerk vital event certificates regi&ered prior to July 1, 2018

in the case of birth, death, and civil union certificates, #d registered prior to

July 1, 2019 in the case of marriage certificates, except thator vital event

certificates registered prior to January 1, 1909. a town clerk md¥% elect either to

preserve them at the office or transfer them to the State Archives upRn

approval of the State Archivist.

Sec. 10. 18 V.S.A. § 5008 is amended to read:

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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[Repealed. ]

Sec. 11. 18 V.S.A. § 5009 is amended to r&d:

§ 5009. NONRESIDENTS; CERTIFIED COF

RESIDENCE

O

H.111
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S TO TOWN OF

On the first day of each month, the town clerk shall'%gake a certified copy

of each original er, corrected certificate-of birth, or amenddy civil marriage;

certificate or amended civil union;-and-death-filed certificate filgd in the

clerk’s office during the preceding month, whenever the

were;-or a party to a civil marriage or a civil union er-a-€

was a resident in any other Vermont town at the time of such-birth; the civi

B

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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Se® 12. REPEAL

18 S.A. § 5009 (certified copies to town of residence) is repealed on

July 1, 20%9.
Sec. 13. 18 V§.A. § 5010 is amended to read:

§ 5010. REPORTOE-STATIS S TRANSMITTAL OF MARRIAGE

CERTIFICARES

The town clerk in of e3gh town efever-5;000-population-or-in-a-town-where

shall each week transmit to the stfgervisor-ofvital recordsregistration State
Registrar copies, duly certified, of cah birth,-death; marriage;-and-eivilunion

certificate filed in the town in the precedgg week. In-all-othertowns;the-clerk

D]
o
R
«»)
b,
D
D]
R

Sec. 14. REPEAL

18 V.S.A. § 5010 (transmittal of marriage certificates) is%epealed on July 1,

2019.
Sec. 15. 18 V.S.A. § 5011 is amended to read:

§ 5011. PENALEFY VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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%)(1) A person shall not:

(A) knowingly make a false statement, or knowingly supply false

informatioMintending that such information be used, in connection with a vital

record;

(B) withdoWt lawful authority and with the intent to deceive, make,

counterfeit, alter, or mMilate any vital record;

(C) without lawf& authority and with the intent to deceive, obtain,

possess, or use, or sell or furniSk to another person, any vital record that:

(1) has been counterfeMgd, altered, or mutilated;

(i1) is false in whole or in Mart: or

(ii1) relates to another person, Whether living or deceased;

(D) without lawful authority, possessWny vital record knowing the

same to have been stolen or otherwise unlawfully Jgtained.

(2) A person who violates this subsection shall b& fined not more than

$10,000.00 or imprisoned for not more than five years, or Bgth.

(b)(1) A person shall not:

(A) knowingly refuse to provide information required by %ais part or

by rules adopted to carry out its purposes; or

(B) knowingly neglect or violate any of the provisions of this paror

UW 1Y U U P U d y U CLU e, (U UpU U U'Y
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(2) A person who violates this subsection shall be fined not more than

$1,000%0 or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

(c) An @nployee of the Office of Vital Records or any designated agent

who knowinglWfurnishes or processes a certified copy of a vital event

certificate with thegnowledge or intention that it may be used for the purposes

of deception shall be fi%ed not more than $10,000.00 or imprisoned for not

more than five years, or bo%a.

(d) The Commissioner or aMearing officer designated by the

Commissioner may, after notice an&an opportunity for hearing, impose a civil

administrative penalty of not more thark$250.00 against a person who fails to

perform any duty imposed or violates a progibition under this part. A hearing

under this subsection shall be a contested case Subject to the provisions of 3

V.S.A. chapter 25, and the provisions of 3 V.S.A. & 809(h), 809a, and 809b

related to subpoenas shall extend to the Commissioner, % hearing officer

appointed by the Commissioner, and licensed attorneys rep¥esenting a party.

Sec. 16. 18 V.S.A. § 5012 is amended to read:

§5012 OWD LERE O-PRO DE GENERALINDEX: MARRIAGES

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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Be Page—Groom-to-Bride Date—Book—PageBride-to-Groom—Date
! ! A-to B ! ! B to-A

Boo Pag Party-to-Parf DateBookPage Party to-Par
Pate

! ! to-B ! ! B to-A.
[Repealed.]

Sec. 17. 18 V.S.A. § 5013% amended to read:

§ 5013. OWD CRK: STEGLE INDEX BIRTHS AND D

Sec. 18. 18 V.S.A. § 5014 is added to read

§ 5014. CONFIDENTIALITY

(a)(1) A vital record, or information therein, th¥ by law is designated

confidential or by a similar term, that by law may only%e disclosed to

specifically designated persons, or that by law is not a pubMg record, is

exempt from inspection and copying under the Public Records® ct and shall

be kept confidential to the extent provided by law.

(2) Records or information described in subdivision (1) of this

subsection may be disclosed:

S U JUU d U d DUl pu d U1 Ud W AW,
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2 a s o0 Aty o > onio o on sWad=%a ' onio o on

puposes, if the agency has agreed to accept the terms of an agreement with the

Office & Vital Records governing use and confidentiality of the information;

(M to the vital records office of another state, if the subject of the

vital record wa%a resident of the other state at the time of the vital event

that led to creationf the record; or

(D) in a sumrNary, statistical, or other format in which particular

individuals are not identifi8 directly or indirectly.

(b) Except as otherwise pro%ided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section,

medical and demographic informafgn contained in reports of birth or death,

in preliminary reports of death, and in ®plications for marriage or civil union

licenses that the State Registrar designates % confidential is exempt from

public inspection and copying under the Public®Records Act shall not be

released, and, in any civil action, shall not be subjc¥t to discovery or subpoena

or be admissible. However, the person who is the subj®t of the record or his

or her authorized representative shall be entitled to inspect & obtain a copy of

the information.

(¢) Information in or received from the Vital Records Alert Systm is

exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Mgt and

shall be kept confidential, except that, in addition to the exceptions to

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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an(criminal activity.

Sec. 19% 18 V.S.A. § 5015 is amended to read:

§5015 S SB HEAD OF FAMILY BECOMING RESIDEM

D
D]

Ha
D]
D]

commisstoner- [Repealed.
Sec. 20. 18 V.S.A. § 5016 is added to read:

§ 5016. VITAL EVENT CERTIFICATES; COPIES;

INSPECTION

(a) Access and issuance generally.

(1) Except as provided in subdivision (3) of this subsection:

(A) On and after July 1, 2018, only the State Registrar and

designated agents may issue certified or noncertified copies of birth and de%

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(B) On and after July 1, 2019, only the State Registrar and

designMed agents may issue certified or noncertified copies of marriage and

civil union%ertificates, and such certificates shall only be issued from the

Statewide RegMration System.

(2) Copies onvital event certificates registered prior to January 1,

1909 shall not be issue®from the Statewide Registration System. A

custodian of a pre-1909 vitdl event certificate shall not certify any copy or

1ssue it on antifraud paper, but % or she may authenticate it as a true and

accurate copy.

(3) A certified or noncertified vi®l event certificate shall only be

1ssued as authorized and prescribed in this $ction, except that in either of

the following circumstances, a public agency nWy issue a noncertified copy

even if it does not follow the requirements of this S&ction governing

noncertified copies:

(A) if the public agency is an agency other than tRe Office of Vital

Records, the Vermont State Archives and Records AdministratMgn, or the

office of a town or county, and the public agency has custody of a Wtal

event certificate acquired in the course of its business; or

(B) if the vital event certificate was filed in the records of a town

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(4) The word “illegitimate” shall be redacted from any certified or

noncertified copy of a birth certificate.

(5) ecessary to prevent fraud, the State Registrar may limit the

1ssuance of a c&tified or noncertified copy of a certificate of live birth for a

foreign born child Mg the same manner as copies of birth certificates are limited

under this section.

(b) Certified copies.

(1) Birth and death certigcates.

(A) The State Registrar ald designated agents may issue certified

copies of birth and death certificates oty upon receipt of a complete

application accompanied by a reliable typeWf identification as prescribed by

the State Registrar. The State Registrar and de%enated agents shall record in a

database maintained by the State Registrar any app¥cation received.

(B) Only the following persons shall be eligiBe for a certified copy

of a birth or death certificate:

(1) the registrant or his or her spouse, child, parent%sibling,

orandparent, guardian, or petitioner for appointment as executor, oMghe legal

representative of any of these;

(i1) a specific person pursuant to a court order finding that a

VT LEG #320066 v.5



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 22 of 172

or Motection of a person’s right; or

(1i1) in the case of a death certificate only, additionally to:

() the individual with authority for final disposition as

provided in seC§on 5227 of this title or a funeral home or crematorium acting

on the individual’s%gehalf

(II) theMocial Security Administration;

(I1I) the U.%& Department of Veterans Affairs; or

(IV) the deceas®&d’s insurance carrier, if such carrier provides

benefits to the decedent’s survivors¥r beneficiaries.

(2) Civil marriage and civil unio% certificates. The State Registrar and

designated agents may issue certified copiehof civil marriage and civil union

certificates only upon receipt of a complete apphication accompanied by a

reliable type of identification as prescribed by the Sate Registrar. The State

Registrar and designated agents shall record in a databMe maintained by the

State Registrar any application received.

(3) Antifraud paper. As provided in section 5001 of thisWitle, certified copies

of vital event certificates shall be issued only on unique paper withWntifraud

features approved by the State Registrar.

(4) Legal effect. A certified copy of a vital event certificate shall be¥grima

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(1) Application required.

(A) The State Registrar and designated agents shall issue a

noncertifie&copy of a birth or death certificate only upon receipt of a complete

application. e State Registrar and designated agents shall record any

application receive®&in a database maintained by the State Registrar.

(B) The StateWRegistrar and designated agents shall issue a marriage

or civil union certificate o upon receipt of a complete application. The

State Registrar and designated &ents shall record any application received in a

database maintained by the State R&eistrar.

(2) Form. A noncertified copy J&a vital event certificate issued from

the Statewide Registration System shall in(cate the term “Noncertified” on its

face.

(3) Legal effect. A noncertified copy of a viWgl event certificate shall

not serve as prima facie evidence of the facts stated the¥ein, except that a

noncertified copy of a birth or death certificate may be rec®ded in the land

records of a municipality to establish the date of birth or death &f a person with

an ownership interest in property. A certified copy of a vital event%ertificate

shall not be recorded in the land records of a municipality.

(d) Inspection. Vital event certificates shall be available for public

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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ne®gssary to protect the integrity of the certificates or to prevent fraud.

Sec. 28 18 V.S.A. § 5017 is added to read:

§ 5017. FI8ES FOR COPIES AND SEARCHES

(a) For a celified copy of a vital event certificate issued from the

Statewide Registration System or of a report of divorce form, the fee shall be

$15.00.

(b) For a noncertified c&y of a vital event certificate issued from the

Statewide Registration System W of a report of divorce form, the fee shall be

$5.00.

(c)(1) Notwithstanding 1 V.S.A. § 36(c), the Vermont State Archives and

Records Administration or the Department®f Health may charge a search fee

of $5.00 to a person requesting a search of vitaWrecords or of report of divorce

forms. A town clerk may charge a fee for such sea¥ghes in accordance with

32 V.S.A. §1671.

(2) The search fee shall be credited toward the fee {0 the first certified

or noncertified copy provided as a result of the search.

(d)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, We fees

collected under this section shall be allocated to the town if a town cler¥

fulfills the request, or to the appropriate special fund created in 32 V.S.A.

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(2) Of'the $15.00 fee for a certified copy collected by towns or the

VermoMg State Archives and Records Administration, $5.00 shall be allocated

to the DepMtment of Health special fund created in 32 V.S.A. § 1715(b).

* * * Dijvorce Records * * *
Sec. 22. 18 V.S.AN 5004 is amended to read:
§ 5004. FAMILY DIVSSION OF THE SUPERIOR COURT CLERKS;

DIVORCE RETERNS AND DISSOLUTION STATISTICS

The family-division-of the sWperiorecourt-eclerk Family Division of the

Superior Court shall send to the coMgmissioner State Registrar, before the 10th

day of each month, by county, a reportf the number of divorces which and

dissolutions that became absolute during ti§preceding month;-shewing-as-te

) ) a he narftie Adate-o Marmaoce o N1on N mbe a
Sien C—Hd Co—O cl 5 GtC-O1 GV d = O oV - o115 D10

children;-groundsfordiveree and such other statistigal information available

2

from the family-division-of the superiorcourtcle f% Family Division as

may be required by the commissioner State Registrar.
Sec. 23. 33 V.S.A. § 4105 is amended to read:
§ 4105. ACCESS TO INFORMATION; DISCLOSURE AND

CONFIDENTIALITY

U U U U UpPPU Ay (U d y U d U LU U U
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resjpnsibilities order or to locate any person alleged to be a parent owing a
duty ofgupport from the records of all governmental officials, departments,

and other ggvernmental agencies of this State, including the Judicial Branch,

without a subp®na. The Family Division shall collect information related to

marriages, civil unMgns, divorces, annulments, and dissolutions specified by the

Office of Child Suppor%that is needed to establish, modify, or enforce a child

support or parental rights aWd responsibilities order. The officials and

employees of the departments 3gd other agencies shall provide all such

information requested or required f§be collected. Only information directly

bearing on the identity and whereabout§of parents or alleged parents er, their

assets or income, or their marriage, civil uton, divorce, or dissolution may be

requested, used, or transmitted by the Office oMChild Support under this
section. Any information provided by the Departngnt of Taxes shall include
information about assets held by or income attributablcio the parent jointly
with any other person.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 15 V.S.A. ®papter 11, and
Title 15B, information furnished the Office of Child Support shall % made
available only to the person requesting services or to the person’s attorfgy, the

person to whom the information relates, and the Family Division of the

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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indyyidual aggrieved by a violation of this section may bring an action for civil
damag®, including punitive damages, equitable relief, including restraint of
prohibited ¥ts, restitution of wages or other benefits, reinstatement, costs,
reasonable attoWgey’s fees, and other appropriate relief.
* % %

* * * Birth Records * * *
Sec. 24. 18 V.S.A. § 5071% amended to read:
§ 5071. BIRTH REPORTS AND CERTIFICATES; WHO TO MAKE;

RETURN
(a) On or before the fifth day oRgach live birth that occurs in this State, the

attending physician or midwife or, if n&attending physician or midwife is
present, a parent of the child or a legal gualian of a mother under 18 years of
age shall file with the tewn-elerk State Registrdga certificate report of birth in

the form and manner prescribed by the Departmen®State Registrar. The

certificate-shall- beregistered State Registrar shall regis#gr the report in the

Statewide Registration System if it has been completed progerly and filed in

accordance with this chapter. The portion of the registered birfi report that is

not designated confidential by the State Registrar is the birth certiffgate.

(b) At the time of the birth of a child, each parent shall furnish the

following information en-a-formprovided-for that purpese by-the Departm¥g

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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the'game and date of birth of the child. Theforms-and-a-copy-ofthebirth

ertificate shall be filed wath the Departmment of Health- on-or before-the

parentage shall cofplete-ace rtificate file a report of birth as-follows:
D place-of-certttrer;the-cistod a d-indicate

CC == 2 o CC o ] ,,, A% o ] dd o ; ]
E)-parentase-data-and-otherchild’s d¥a items-shall be left blank with

the State Registrar in the form and manner prescribgd by the State Registrar.

(2) If the child is identified and a certificate of b¥th is found or
obtained, the report and any certificate created under this s&tion and copies
thereof shall be sealed and deposited with the Commissioner-oMHealth State
Registrar, to be opened upon court order only.

(d) The name of the father shall be included on the report of birth ad on

any birth certificate of the child of unmarried parents only if the father and

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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pamgntage.

(e) When a birth certificate is issued, a parent or parents shall be identified
with gend®neutral nomenclature.
Sec. 25. 18 VR A. § 5072 is amended to read:

§ 5072. NOTICE®RO PARENT FOR CORRECTION OR COMPLETION
he supervisor-ofWyital records registration-shall, n Within three

months after each birth Whieh that occurs in the state State, except for the birth

of a child known to have dicq or to have been surrendered for adoption, the

State Registrar shall send a noti®g of birth registration to the parents of the

child. Sueh The notice shall contaif¢he pertinent facts such as the child’s full
name, date and place of birth, and the n¥gnes of the parents, with instructions
and a form on which to apply for correction®or additions.

Sec. 26. 18 V.S.A. § 5073 is amended to read:

§ 5073. AMENDMENT OEMINOR ERRORS ONBIRTH CERTIFICATE

CORRECTIONS, COMPLETIONS
(a)(1) Wathin Except as otherwise provided in subd¥sion (2) of this

subsection, within six months after the date of birth, amendfgent-of obviou

o)
o)
o)
D)
I
@)
D

own-observalipn-or the

State Registrar may correct or complete a birth certificate in the Statew¥de

Registration System upon request application of a parent, the hospital in witch

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(2) At any time after the date of birth, the State Registrar may complete

a birth$ertificate to add the name of a father only upon request of the

registrant O%his or her parent or guardian and upon the receipt of*

(A) aWgroperly executed voluntary acknowledgment of parentage; or

(B) a declge of a court or administrative agency of competent

jurisdiction adjudicatin® parentage.

(3) Within six mont after the date of birth, the State Registrar may

complete or change the name o%a child upon joint application of the parents or

upon application of the parent if oty one parent is listed on the birth

certificate. A court order shall not be 14guired except for completions or

changes of name more than six months aftdthe date of birth.

(b) If the State Registrar determines that a @grrection or completion

requested under this section is unwarranted, he or She may deny an application,

in which case the applicant may petition the Probate D&ision of the Superior

Court. The court shall review the petition and relevant eviiegnce de novo to

determine if the correction or completion is warranted. The coWt shall

transmit a decree ordering a correction or completion to the State Rgeistrar,

who shall correct or complete the certificate in accordance with the defee.

(c) A corrected or completed certificate shall be free of any evidence o

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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anMymaintain in the Statewide Registration System the source of the

inform#&ion, together with-his-or-her name the identity of the person making

the change%p the System, and the date the change was made;-on-the-margin-of

(d) If the State Reg

istrar corrects or completes a certifi®gte that was

registered prior to July

1, 2018, he or she shall notify the custo®ian of the

original certificate, who shall replace and dispose of the original, algd update

indexes, as directed by

the State Registrar. Corrected or completed ori®%nals

shall not be marked “Amended.”

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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S O

A person who fails to comply with a provision of sections 5071-

5073 Wf this title shall be fined-$5-00 subject to the penalties

prescribe®in section 5011 of this title.

Sec. 28. 18 WS.A. § 5075 is amended to read:

§ 5075. ISSUA oF NEW-ORCORRECTED AMENDED OR
DELAYEINBIRTH CERTIFICATE BY-PROBATE-DIVISION-OFE

HE PEREOR O 2 APP A ON
SRR A SA~ = S

(a) Adfter Except as &herwise provided in subdivision 5073(a)(2) of this

title, after six months from ¥ge date of birth, any alteration of the birth

certificate of a person born in tis

occurred State shall be deemed an amerment. A-petition—for-such

---------- ma he brouoh a a on
d C Yy OCOoTrotg D-Y PO

eperson’s Upon application by

the registrant, his or her parent or guardian, theWospital in which the birth

occurred, or the certifying attendant, er-custodian s8ing forth the reasonfor

such-petition-and-the-correction-or amendment desired 3gd the reason for it,

the State Registrar may amend the birth certificate if the apflication and

relevant evidence, if any, show that the amendment is warranted

(b) A person born in this state State for whom no certificate of Bigth was

filed during the first year following birth, or his or her parent or guardidg, may

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(c) If til State Registrar denies an application under this section, the

applicant may Metition the Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall

review the applica®n and relevant evidence de novo to determine if the

amendment or issuancf a delayed certificate is warranted. The court shall

transmit a decree ordering % amendment or issuance of a delayed certificate to

the State Registrar, who shall a%gend or issue the certificate in accordance with

the decree.

(d) The State Registrar shall make 3y amendment and register any

delayed certificate in the Statewide Registri¢ion System. Any amended birth

certificate issued from the System shall indicat®&the word “Amended” and the

date of amendment, and any delayed certificate iss®gd from the System shall

indicate the word “Delayed” and the date of registratiod. The State Registrar

shall enter into and maintain in the System the identity of tNe person

requesting the amendment or delayed certificate, the person wilg made the

amendment or registered the delayed certificate in the System, and%he date of

the amendment or registration.

(e) If the State Registrar amends a certificate that was registered prior t@

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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index-them-with births-occurring at the same time. [Repealgd.

Sec. 30. 18 V.S.A. § 5077 is amended to read:

§ 5077. NEW-BIRTH CERTIEICA
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Sec. 31. 18 V.S.A. § 5077a is amended to read:
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§ 5077a. NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATE DUE TO PARENTAGE

NOMENCLATURE ON FORMER REPORT OF BIRTH FOR

(a) If a parent of a person born in this State was unable to be listed as a
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by %e Department of Health, and the person or the person’s parent may

retitioththe Probate
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submits suffici®t proof of parentage to the State Registrar, the State Registrar

shall complete the Wirth certificate in the State Registration System and notify

the custodian of the orfinal. The custodian shall replace the original birth

certificate with a new birth%gertificate from the System which shall not contain

the word “Amended” or other 3gecial designation. The custodian shall send

the original to the State Registrar, Who shall keep it under seal.

(b) TheProbate Division-of the Supgrior Courtafter hearing;
[Repealed. ]

(C) e-C1e S d ae C-new-cerlt cate c O ece
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§ %801. REPORT OF ADOPTION TO STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL

RECORDS
(a) Withgn 30 days after a decree of adoption becomes final, the clerk of

the court shall gepare, send, and certify to the State Registrar of Vital Records

a report of adoptioMon a form furnished prescribed by the supervisorofvital
ecords-and-certify-and%end-the reportto-the supervisor State Registrar. The
report shall include:

(1) information in the cOWgt’s record of the proceeding for adoption
whieh that is necessary to locate afi, identify the adoptee’s birth certificate or,
in the case of an adoptee born outside e United States, evidence the court
finds appropriate to consider as to the adop¥ge’s date and plaee country, state,

and municipality of birth, as may be available;

(2) information necessary to issue a new birf§ certificate for the adoptee
and a request that a new certificate be issued, unless th&court, the adoptive
parent, or an adoptee who has-attained is 14 years of age oglder requests that
a new certificate not be issued; and

(3) the file number of the decree of adoption and the date on%vhich the
decree became final.

(b) Within 30 days after a decree of adoption is amended or set aside, tig

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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certify and send the report to-the supervisor-of vital records State
Registi§y. The report shall include information necessary to identify the
original repirt of adoption, and shall also include information necessary to
amend or with@aw any new birth certificate that was issued pursuant to the
original report of a$pption.
Sec. 33. 15A V.S.A. §R-802 is amended to read:

§ 3-802. ISSUANCE OF REW, AMENDED BIRTH CERTIFICATE

(a) Except as otherwise pro%gded in subsection (d) of this section, upon
receipt of a report of adoption prep§ed pursuant to section

3-801 subsection 3—801(a) of this titleNg report of adoption prepared in

accordance with the law of another state or%gountry, a certified copy of a
decree of adoption together with information n¥gessary to identify the
adoptee’s original birth certificate and to issue a ne¥g certificate, or a report of

an amended adoption prepared pursuant to subsection J801(b) of this title,

the supervisor-ofvital records State Registrar shall either:

(1) issue-anew-birth-certificate for an adoptee born in th¥ state State,

update the Statewide Registration System in accordance with the d8ree and

furnish a certified copy of the a new birth certificate to the adoptive palgnt and

to an adoptee who has-attained is 14 years of age or older;

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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upkrvisor-ofvital records appropriate office of the state of birth;

issue-a-certificate-of foreign birth for an adoptee adopted in this state

and State who was born outside the United States and was not a citizen of the

United States a§the time of birth, create and register in the Statewide

Registration Systeta “certificate of live birth for a foreign born child” upon

request and in the fornMgpecified in 18 V.S.A. § 5078a, and furnish a certified

copy of the certificate to th§adoptive parent and to an adoptee who has

attained is 14 years of age or oNer;

birth-certificate through the United Sta¥gs Department-of State for an adoptee
born outside the United States who was a c%izen of the United States at the

time of birth, notify the adoptive parent of the Mgocedure for obtaining a

revised birth certificate through the U.S. DepartmeWg of State; or

(5) in the case of an amended decree of adoptiorgissue-an-amended

birth-certificate-according to either update the Statewide R&gistration System

in accordance with the decree and follow the procedure in sub4yision (a)(1) or

(3) of this section, or follow the procedure in subdivision (2) or (4)8f this
section.

(b) Unless otherwise specified by the court, a new birth certificate or

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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thi%section shall:

be signed by the supervisorofvital records State Registrar;

(2) &glude the date, time, and place of birth of the adoptee;

(3) substgute the name of the adoptive parent for the name of the person
listed as the adopte¥s parent on the original birth certificate;
(4) include the jng date of the original birth certificate and the
date-of the new birth certifate; [Repealed.]
(5) contain any other inf§mation prescribed by the supervisor-ofvital
records State Registrar.
(c) The supervisor-of vital records, Wad any other custodian of such

records; In the case of birth certificates regtered prior to July 1, 2018 that are

to be replaced or amended pursuant to subdivis¥n (a)(1) or (5) of this section,

the State Registrar shall notify the custodian of the®griginal certificate, who

shall substitute the new or amended birth certificate fofghe original birth
certificate. The original certificate and all copies of the cefjficate in the files
shall be sealed and shall not be subject to inspection until 99 y&rs after the
adoptee’s date of birth, except as provided by this title.

(d) If the court, the adoptive parent, or an adoptee who has-attained¥s 14

years of age or older requests that a new or amended birth certificate not bd
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bu, Nonetheless, for an adoptee born in another state, the State Registrar shall

forwar®a certified copy of the report of adoption or of an amended decree of
adoption fdgan-adeptee-who-was-born-in-anotherstate to the appropriate office
in the adoptee Ystate of birth.

(e) Upon receipyof a report that an adoption has been vacated set aside, the

upervisor-of-vital recolds State Registrar shall:
(1) restore-the-origirlyl-birth-certificate for a person born in this statete

its-place-in-the-files State for wijom a new birth certificate was issued, update

the Statewide Registration System W reflect the original birth certificate data

and, in the case of an original birth cerfificate registered prior to July 1, 2018,

notify the custodian of the original, who shll seal any new or amended birth

certificate issued pursuant to subsection (a) of Mys section and restore the

original and update indices as directed by the StateMRegistrar, and not allow

inspection of a the sealed certificate except upon court §der or as otherwise

provided in this title;

(2) foerward-thereport-with-respect-to for a person born Myanother state,

forward the report to the appropriate office in the state of birth; er

(3) for an adoptee born outside the United States who was not a $tizen

of the United States at the time of birth for whom a certificate of live birth $or

U & UV (U Wd UCUL, Upud d W IU & d U y U
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certificate Wgrough-the United -States Department-of State for a former adoptee

born outside tig United States who was a citizen of the United States at the

time of birth, notif% the person who is granted legal custody of a former

adoptee after an adoptMn is set aside of the procedure for obtaining an original

birth certificate through th& United States Department of State.

(f) Upon request by a pers@g who was listed as a parent on an adoptee’s
original birth certificate and who ishes appropriate proof of the person’s
identity, the supervisor-ofvital record®State Registrar shall give the person a
noncertified copy of the original birth cerfificate.

Sec. 34. 18 V.S.A. § 5078 is amended to read

§ 5078. ADOPTION; NEW AND AMENDED BYRTH CERTIFICATE

(a)-The supervisor-of vital records registration-shall-establish-a new birth

certificate for-a-person born-in-the state when-the superWisor When the State

Registrar receives a record report of adoption, a report of amamended

adoption, or a report that an adoption has been set aside as provided in 15

VS-A-§449 15A V.S.A. § 3-801, or a record of adoption prepared¥gnd filed in

accordance with the laws of another state or foreign country, he or she %hall

proceed as prescribed in 15A V.S.A. § 3-802.
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otatio ed-b o o chapter. [Repealed.]
(c) Thenewbirth-certificate ot-co cme etherthe
dopted-perso egitimate. [Repealed. ]
(d) e new-cer e cie 0 on-to-ide e-OF1g
ccordingto-the procedure S V.S A--§-451. [Repealed.]
(e) e SUPervisor-o eCco eg 10 ot-estab e
years-of-age. [Repealed.]
(f) When-the supervisor-o ecordsreg onreclive ecord-o
of that state- [Repealed.]
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e Cu D e L o o e o o ——

LIVE BIRTH FOR A FOREIGN BORN CHILD ADOPTED IN
VERMONT

(aW The supervisor-ofvital records registration State Registrar shall

establish ermont birth certificate for a person bornin-a foreien country in

the Statewid&Registration System a “certificate of live birth for a foreign born

child” when the 8gperviser he or she receives:
(1) a written r8§guest that anew the certificate be established:
(A) from the a8gpted person if 18 14 years of age or older;; or
(B) from the adoptige parent or parents if the adopted person is under
18 14 years of age; and

(2) arecord of adoption issucunder the-provisions-of 15 V.S-A-§-449

15A V.S.A. § 3-801(a).

(b) The newVermont-birth certificate sii§ll be-on-a-formprescribed-by-the

health- The new-birth-certifica% shall include:

(1) the true or probable foreign country of bi%h and true or probable
date of birth;
(2) the adoptive parents as though they were natural Warents;
(3) anotation that it was issued by authority of this chap¥r;
(4) a statement that the certificate is not evidence of United %¢ates U.S.

citizenship; and

(5) any other information the State Registrar may prescribe.
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provisions-of - V.S-A-§451 [Repealed.]

Sec. 36. 18 V.S.A%S 5080 is amended to read:

§ 5080. EORM-ANREFFECT OF NEW CERTIFICATE

A OVISIONS-O eltion 006
Sa S < JYO

5077 and 5078 of this-title—Such A new birth certificate issued under

15A V.S.A. § 3-802 and sections 507 M and 5112 of this title shall have the

same force and effect as though filed regiS§ered in accordance with the

provisions of section 5071 of this title. Each-8grtified

ectio 009-and 50100 e; eeneclo
ifany,-to-be replaced by such-new copy-or return.
Sec. 37. 18 V.S.A. § 5081 is amended to read:

§ 5081. EILINGOENEW-CERTIEICATE
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avasia & atataVoa ce A NWA AQ 449._4 a ect1o 0 : .z O
§451. [Repealed.

Sec. 38. 18 V.S.A. § 5882 is amended to read:

§ 5082. CONSTRUCTION

relating to-marriages-and births. [Repciled.

Sec. 39. 18 V.S.A. § 5083 is amended to r&d:

§ 5083. PARTICIPANTS IN ADDRESS CONRIDENTIALITY PROGRAM
(a) If a participant in the program described in % V.S.A. chapter 21,

subchapter 3 who is the parent of a child born during ti%g period of program

participation notifies the physician or midwife who deliver§the child, or the

hospital at which the child is delivered, not later than 24 hours %fter the birth

of the child, that the participant’s confidential address should not afjgear on the

child’s birth certificate, then the Department-shall not-disclose-such
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coridentiality of the address during the period of program participation in

accorddgce with measures prescribed by the State Registrar. A participant

who fails t&provide such notice shall be deemed to have waived the provisions

of this section. uch-notice-isreceived;thenno wnding section 50710
the towneclerlc
(b) e Supervisoro R eMard eceive-and-file for record

The Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar shall n§ify the Secretary of

State ef thereceipt-of-a-birth-certificate-on-behalf-of that a Wrogram participant

has given notice under this section.

(c) The Department State Registrar shall maintain a confidentia¥record
of the parent’s actual mailing address and town of residence-Such-recod,

which shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Publid
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of fgogram participation of any parent of whom the Secretary of State received

notice om the Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar, the Secretary of

State shall Wotify the Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar.

(e) Neotwithgtanding section-5075-of this-title;upon Upon notice of the
expiration, withdra%al, invalidation, or cancellation of program participation,
the supervisor-of vital Mgcordsregistration State Registrar shall enter-the update

the Statewide Registration %ystem and take such other steps as may be

necessary to ensure that the acf®l mailing address and town of residence on

the original birth certificate and-shWtransmit the completed-original birth

certificate-to-the-town-clerk-where-the Birth-occurred are available for public

inspection and copying in accordance with%ection 5016 of this title.

(f) Thetown-<cle hall process—certificates¥eceivedin-thismannerin
accordance with-the provisions-of this-chapter. [Realed.
Sec. 40. 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 is added to read:

CHAPTER 20. BIRTH INFORMATION NETQVORK

Sec. 41. REDESIGNATION

18 V.S.A. §8 5087—5089 (related to the Birth Information Netwd&k) are

redesignated within 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 to be 18 V.S.A. §§ 991-993.

Sec. 42. 18 V.S.A. § 5112 is amended to read:
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ordgr-that receipt of an application for a new birth certificate and after

receivilg sufficient evidence to determine that an individual’s sexual

reassignmciyt has been completed, the State Registrar shall issue a new birth
certificate to:

(1) show tha%the sex of the individual born in this State has been
changed; and

(2) if the applicatioms accompanied by a decree of the Probate Division

authorizing a change of name dgsociated with the change of sex, to reflect the

change of name.

(b) An affidavit by a licensed physf§jan who has treated or evaluated the
individual stating that the individual has ur§ergone surgical, hormonal, or
other treatment appropriate for that individual #r the purpose of gender
transition shall constitute sufficient evidence for th&§Ceourt State Registrar to
issue-an-order determine that sexual reassignment has Ogen completed. The
affidavit shall include the medical license number and sign&ure of the
physician.

(c) A new certificate issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this sc§tion shall
be substituted for the original birth certificate in official records. The fgw

certificate shall not show that a change in name or sex, or both, has been ni§de.
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cerWficate shall be confidential and shall be exempt from public inspection and
copyinunder the Public Records Act; however an individual may have access
to his or héown records and may authorize the State Registrar to confirm
that;pursuant f§court-orderit-has he or she issued a new birth certificate to
the individual that %gflects a change in name or sex, or both.

(d) If an individual®gorn in this State has an amended birth certificate
showing that the sex of theSndividual has been changed, and the birth
certificate is marked “Court Atjended” or otherwise clearly shows that it has
been amended, the individual may ¥gceive a new birth certificate from the
State Registrar upon application.

* # * Marriage RSgords * * *
Sec. 43. 18 V.S.A. § 5131 is amended to read:
§ 5131. ISSUANCE OF CIVIL MARRIAGE LICRNSE; SOLEMNIZATION;
RETURN OF CIVIL MARRIAGE CERTIFIGATE;

REGISTRATION

(a)(1) Upon application in a form prescribed by the departi¥gnt State

Registrar, a town clerk shall issue to a person a civil marriage liceri¥¢ in-the

form-preseribed-by-the-department from the Statewide Registration SyS¢em

and shall enter thereon in the System the names of the parties to the propostd

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(2) The department State Registrar shall prescribe forms that allow each
party t&a marriage to be designated “bride,” “groom,” or “spouse,” as he or

she choosck-and-the-application-shall be-in

APP A (3 OR R NMON N a MARRIA
S S S EA VU HHCE N ES — S =
FEE EFOR L NMARRIA B CN B / 00 EFEE FOR
HEJ S FE1- E-NOE SO EEHC
C R FT1ED OP 000
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RRIDE/CR OON PO [{ O
= D EAG OO > OO E-(Cireie-one
NAME (E1 Maiddle
= gate =
€e—g4kkbq—20099. - 5
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SRS e O
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BRIDE/GROOM/SPOUSE (circle-one)
SEX AGE
BIRTHPLACE
GRADES COLLEGE
1-8 -5+)
RESIDENCE (No.-and-Street)
CITY OR TOWN COUNTY STATE
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APRL AN S
owledgeQynd behe d e-are-free-to-marpy de s of Vermo
SIGNATURE SIGNATURE
PDate-stened: Date sicned
P ed-mar a7-Wa e a " N
Officiant Name & -Address
weddine
wedding
Do-yo certified-copy-of-your Marriage Certific 000
Yes No
Date License ed e o | icense
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(A) the clerk of the incorporated town, city, or village where either

party r&ides;

BA. the clerk of the county where an unorganized town or gore is

situated, if botMparties reside in an unorganized town or gore in that county, or

if one party so resi®es and the other party resides in an unorganized town or

gore in another county W outside the State; or;

(C) ifneitheris-a%gesident-of thestate; by any town clerk in the state

State if neither party is a residewt of the State.

(4)(A) Parties to a civil unidyg certified in Vermont may elect to
dissolve their civil union upon marryin$one another but are not required to do
so to form a civil marriage. The departmefig State Registrar shall clearly
indicate this option on the civil marriage applic§ion form required by
subdivision (2) of this subsection. If a couple electthis option, each party to
the intended marriage shall sign a statement on the confdential portion of the
civil marriage license and certificate form stating that he ofghe freely and
voluntarily agrees to dissolve the civil union between the partic

(B) Dissolution pursuant to this subdivision shall become¥gftective
upon solemnization of the marriage between the parties, and the partieS\ghall

not be required to file a petition for an uncontested dissolution with the fari¥gly
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shl be exempt from fees provided in 32 V.S.A. § 1431(b)(2).

(b) W civil marriage license so issued shall be delivered by one of the
parties to tBg proposed marriage, within 60 days from the date of issue, to a
person authoriZgd to solemnize marriages by section 5144 of this title. If the
proposed marriage%g not solemnized within 60 days from the date of issue,
such license shall becoMge void. After such the person has solemnized the
marriage, he or she shall fiout that part of the form on the license provided

for his or her use, sign it, and C§tify to the same occurrence and date of the

marriage. Thereafter the documen®ghall be known as a civil marriage
certificate.
(c) Such-certificate shall be returned within-ten-days to-the office of the

cle om-which-the license-issued-by-th&The person solemnizing such

the marriage shall return the certificate to the town%lerk within 10 days of the

marriage. The Within five days of receipt of the certifi®gte, the town clerk

shall retainand file the original according tosections-5007%nd 5008 o

title enter additional data as the State Registrar shall prescribe Mo the

Statewide Registration System, and the State Registrar shall registéthe

marriage in the System.

Sec. 44. 18 V.S.A. § 5132 is amended to read:
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(N [N A DD () 2_A 1\/

If a participant in the program described in 15 V.S.A. chapter 21,

subchager 3 notifies the town or State Registrar that the participant’s

confidentid§address should not appear on the civil marriage license or
certificate, thetghe town-clerk shall not-disclose-such-confidential-address-or

he participant’s-toWn-of residence-on-any-publicrecords address shall not be

maintained in the StateWide Registration System, and town clerks, the State

Registrar, and the State Ar®ivist shall ensure the confidentiality of the address

during the period of program p¥ticipation in accordance with measures

prescribed by the State Registrar. participant who fails to provide such

notice shall be deemed to have waived%ge provisions of this section. Hsuch

)
D)
D
O
D
D]
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pafcipant has given notice under this section.

(c) he Department State Registrar shall maintain a confidential record
of the pers®’s actual mailing address and town of residence—Suchrecord,
which shall be §gempt from public inspection and copying under the Public
Records Act.

(d) Upon the renewy; expiration, withdrawal, invalidation, or cancellation

of program participation oMgny person of whom the Secretary of State

received notice from the Super§sor-of Vital Records State Registrar, the
Secretary of State shall notify the Sgpervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar.

(e) Upon notice of the expiration, Withdrawal, invalidation, or cancellation
of program participation, the Supervisor-of¥/ital Records State Registrar shall

enter-the update the Statewide Registration Syséem and take such other steps as

may be necessary to ensure that the actual mailing §ddress and town of

residence on the eriginal marriage certificate and-shall-%gansmit-the-completec

issued are available for public inspection and copying in accorgnce with

section 5016 of this title.
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%) A Except under the circumstances described in subsection (b) of this

section¥a town clerk who knowingly issues a civil marriage license upon

application¥gf a person residing-in-another town-in-thestate;-or-a-county-clerk

s provifed-in-section-5005 of this- title other than as described in

subdivision 5131(a)(3)%f this title, or a clerk who issues such a license

without first requiring the #gplicant to fill out, sign, and make oath to the

declaration contained therein aS§provided in section 5131 of this title, shall be

1-$50-00 norlesfithan-$20-00 subject to the penalties

prescribed in section 5011 of this title.

(b) A town clerk may issue a civil marrfee license to parties other than as

described in subdivision 5131(a)(3) of this titleShen the office of the town

clerk with authority to issue the license is not open Quring standard business

hours and the parties have a compelling, immediate neéy to be married, as

determined by the town clerk issuing the civil marriage licégse. A compelling,

immediate need would arise when irreparable harm would occuiif the

marriage were delayed.

Sec. 46. 18 V.S.A. § 5140 is amended to read:

§ 5140. PENALTY FOR MISREPRESENTATION

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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cotfained-in-the-declaration-ofintention the application shall be deemed-guilty

and punished-accordingly subject to the penalties prescribed in

section 50 M of this title.

Sec. 47. 18 V.{A. § 5141 is amended to read:

§ 5141. PROOE CQNFIRMATION OF LEGAL QUALIFICATIONS OF
PARTIES; BgNALTY
(a) Before At a mirgnum, before issuing a civil marriage license to an

applicant, the town clerk siigll satisty-himself by requiring affidavits-orother

neither party-to-the 1Ntended marriageis review the license

application to confirm that:

(1) the information submitted th®&ein does not facially indicate that the

parties are prohibited from marrying by thdfaws of this state State; and

(2) the parties have certified to the veracky of the information in the

application.

(b) A clerk who fails to comply with the provisions¥gf this section or who
issues a civil marriage license with knowledge that the parf¥gs, or either of

them, are prohibited from marrying or otherwise have failed to%gomply with

the requirements of the laws of this state State, or a person who haWng
authority and having such knowledge solemnizes such a marriage, shalybe

fined not-more-than $100-00 subject to the penalties prescribed in section S§l1
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own-wherein-the license-was-issued. [Repealed.]
Sec. 48. 1&V.S.A. § 5142 is amended to read:
§ 5142. RESTR] ONS-AS-TO PERSONS WHO-ARE - MINORS OR

NCOMPRIENT NOT AUTHORIZED TO MARRY

A-Clerk The followMge persons are not authorized to marry, and a town

clerk shall not knowingly 1%gue a civil marriage license, when either-party-to
he i ted e i
(1) either party is a person Wigo has not attained majority without, unless

the eoensent town clerk has received in Writing the consent of one of the parents

of the minor, if there is ene a parent comp¥gnt to act;, or of the guardian of
such the minor;
(2) nerwith-such-consent-when cither party % under 16 years of age;
(3) nerwhen ecither of the parties to-the-intended¥gnarriage-isnot is

mentally eapable incapable of entering into marriage as deffged in 15 V.S.A.

§ 514;

(4) nerto-aperson either of the parties is under guardianshipgwithout

the written consent of sueh the party’s guardian-;

(5) [Repealed.]
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(7) either of the parties has a wife or husband living, as prohibited under

13 V.SM. § 206 (bigamy).

Sec. 49. 18V.S.A. § 5143 is amended to read:

§ 5143. PENARTIES

be-fined-not-morc¥han-$20-00- A person who aids in procuring such a
civil marriage license by fdf¥gely pretending to be the parent or guardian having
authority to give consent to theWgarriage of such-miners a minor shall be fined

notmere-than $500-00 subject to tig penalties prescribed in section 5011 of

this title.
Sec. 50. 18 V.S.A. § 5148 is amended to r&d:
§ 5148. EVIDENCE OF MARRIAGE

A certified copy of therecord-of the civil marridige made by-aperson

office; certificate shall be in all courts presumptive prima facie evidgnce of the
fact of such marriage.

Sec. 51. 18 V.S.A. § 5150 is amended to read:
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NAADRPITA ) A

Corrections, completions. Within six months after a marriage is

solemmiged, the town-clerk State Registrar may correct or complete a civil
marriage c8®tificate upon application by a party to the marriage or by the

person who sof§ynnized the marriage, if the application and relevant evidence,

if any, show that th¥ correction or completion is warranted. The-town-clerk

D]
D)
R
L

a

D]
13

(b) Amendments. After six months froMg the date a marriage is

solemnized, any alteration of a civil marriage ificate may-only-be-corrected

which-district-the-original-certificate-is-filed shall be dfyned an amendment.

Upon application by a party to the marriage or by the persdg who solemnized

the marriage, the State Registrar may amend the civil marriage%ertificate if

the application and relevant evidence, if any, show that the amendi¥¢nt is

warranted.

(c) Appeal. If the State Registrar denies an application for a correction}
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rel&@yant evidence de novo to determine if the requested action is warranted.

The coWt shall transmit a decree ordering a correction, completion, or

amendmenWto the State Registrar, who shall take action in accordance with the

decree.

(d) Documentaton of changes. The State Registrar shall make corrections,

completions, and amen®ments in the Statewide Registration System. A

corrected or completed certficate issued from the System shall be free of any

evidence of the alteration and s®all not be marked “Amended.” Any amended

certificate issued from the System $all indicate the word “Amended” and the

date of amendment. The State Registri shall enter into and maintain in the

System the identity of the person requestin®&the correction, completion, or

amendment and of the person making the chan® in the System, and the date

the change was made.

(e) Original certificates. The

[€D)
(|

(|

("]
Q
D
QO

oQ
-
(
€D)
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q
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h@supervisor-of vital records registration If the State Registrar corrects,

compl&es, or amends a certificate that was registered prior to July 1, 2019, he

or she shalNgransmit-the same to-the-appropriate town-clerk to-amend notify

the custodian o%the original erissue-a-new certificate, who shall replace and

dispose of the origMal, and update indexes, as directed by the State Registrar.

e avda O rtAmamdaded be neqg 11to a neqg ODP-O
A 15O A% C—topPO
=) =) a ymended-cer h.\ =) “Wa =Wa e_decree 'a =) =Wa =)

Sec. 52. 18 V.S.A. § 5151 is amen¥ed to read:
§ 5151. DELAYED CERTIFICATES §F CIVIL MARRIAGE
(a) A couple married in this state State ¥gr whom no certificate of civil

marriage was filed; as required by law; may peltion-the probate-division-of the

issuanece-of apply to the State Registrar to issue a delayed ctificate of civil

marriage.
(b) Theprobate-division-of the superior-courtshall set-atime fojhearing
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aretate Registrar shall issue the delayed certificate if its issuance is supported

by the §idence. If the State Registrar denies the application, the applicant

may petitiol the Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall review

the application®nd relevant evidence de novo to determine if issuance of a

delayed certificate ¥ warranted. The court shall transmit a decree ordering

1ssuance of a delayed cWtificate to the State Registrar, who shall prepare a

delayed certificate of civil Wgarriage in the Statewide Registration System in

accordance with the decree.

(c) The-courtshall-issue-a-decrdg setting forth-the fac

«»)]
D
D
B
D

«»)]
D
D

registration. [Repealed.]
(d) Where-a-delayed certificatei

«»)
D
D
D

U

«»]

«»)]

license-was-issued—This Any delayed certificate issued fro¥g the Statewide

Registration System shall have indicate the word “Delayed”

and shall-certifir that the certificate was-ordered by-a courtpy o
chapter,-with the date of the-deeree registration. e-town-cle Ne-the

D]

O

O
D'
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e arriages-occurring at the same-time. [Repealed.]

* % * Civil Unions * * *
Sec. 53. 18 VR A. chapter 106 is amended to read:

CHAPTERY 06. CIVIL UNION; RECORDS AND LICENSES

k %k %k

ONAMENDMENT OF CIVIL UNION CERTIFICATE

(a) 0 afferac o certifiedthe to cle
d-note-the-date e to cle cfilean-apphcation-for-correction-o
e-superior-courtfo ch-correction-or-completion® [Repealed. |

(b)(1) Afte 0 0 e-dateac 0 certified; Upon

application by a party to a civil union or by the person who%ertified the civil

union, the State Registrar may amend a civil union certificate a%gy-only-be

orre ed-o amended-py Uan o0-gde ee-_o he-probate-aiy ava of$he Upe a

court-in-the-district-where-the-original-certificate-isfiled if the applicati§n and

relevant evidence, if any, show that the amendment is warranted. If the St
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evi¥ence de novo to determine if the amendment is warranted. The court shall

transmMa decree ordering an amendment to the State Registrar, who shall

amend the $ertificate in accordance with the decree.

(2) The Wgate Registrar shall make amendments in the Statewide

Registration Systeryand record in the System the name of the person who

requested the amendmdigt, the identity of the person who entered the

amendment into the SysterM and the date of the amendment. Any amended

civil union certificate issued fr®n the System shall indicate the word

“Amended” and the date of amendMgent.

(c) Theprobate-division-of the supSgorcourt-shall set-atime fora-hea

D]
D
o
D]
D]
o
D)
D]
D]
D]
D)
R
D]
>

D
D
D
B

«»]

«»]
D
D

«»]
D
D

«»)]

recordsregistration If the State Registrar amends a certificate unddg this

section, he or she shall transmit the same-to-the-appropriate town-clerk %

amend-the-original-or-issue-anew-certificate notify the custodian of the
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§ 5169. DNLAYED CERTIFICATES OF CIVIL UNION
(a) PersonsWyho were parties to a certified civil union ceremony in this
state State for whoMg no certificate of civil union was filed, as required by law,

may petition-the probal§y division-of the superior court-of the district-in-which

issuanece-of apply to the State Rggistrar to issue a delayed certificate of civil

union.

(b) Theprobate-division-of the supdgior-court-shall set-atime for-hea

place by posting such-information-in-the probaly court-office. After hearing

proper-and considering relevant evidence as may b&presented, the eourt-shall

make findings withrespect-to-the-civil union-as-are Stal Registrar shall issue

the delayed certificate if its issuance is supported by the evigence. If the State

Registrar denies the application, the applicant may petition the Rrobate

Division of the Superior Court, which shall review the application % d relevant

evidence de novo to determine if issuance of a delayed certificate is wafanted.

The court shall transmit a decree ordering issuance of a delayed certificate %

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(d) S RECraySa-certicate 0-0€ ed;-the-supervisoro

license-was-issued-—This Al delayed certificate issued from the Statewide

Registration System shall have%dicate the word “Delayed” printed-at-the-top;

and shall-certifi-that the certificateWras-ordered-byv-a-court-pursuant-to-th

delaved-certificate-and ccordance ePpro ons-of section5010-0
2
e;furs copy-to-the-department of hd
(¢) Towncle eceiving new-certificate cQordance ectio

index-them-with-civil unions-occurring at the same-time. [Ngpealed.

* * * Burial-Transit and Cremation Permits * *
Sec. 54. 18 V.S.A. § 5201 is amended to read:
§ 5201. PERMITS; REMOVAL OF BODIES; CREMATION; WAIT

PERIOD; INVESTIGATION INTO CIRCUMSTANCES OF

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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remved, or otherwise disposed of witheut unless the person in charge of the

body h¥ obtained a burial-transit permit. A separate cremation permit shall be

required urer subsection (e) of this section for cremation; however, a

burialtransit pefgnit shall not be required for the burial, entombment, removal,

or disposition of ¢

ated remains. A burial-transit permit may be issued and

shall be signed by a-m¥gicipal-clerk—acoun

(1) atown clerk for Wge municipality er-unerganized-town-or-gore in

which the dead body is located}

(2) a funeral director license

in Vermont;

(3) an owner or designated mandger of a crematorium licensed in

Vermont who is registered to perform remd

(4) alaw enforcement officer.

()(b) The elerk of the municipali

als; or

G
O

(]

(
O
(€5
D]

iy
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removals Aerson authorized to issue burial-transit permits under subdivisions

(a)(2)—(4) of tiMg section may issue a burial-transit permit for any municipality

or-unorganized towlgorgore at any time, including during the normal business

hours of a municipal toWn clerk, and on the first official working day

thereafter shall forward thé%ermit and the death certificate or preliminary

report of death to the clerk of the municipality in which the dead body is

located.
4 —Afte D be ea;-the-perso O ed 2
he Ficial Kine dav. et
@@ " C S = .' = ". 'e C ='. S \.‘ .' '. = S

authorized under subdivisions (a)(1)—(4) of this section shall not issue 2

burialtransit permit:

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(2) in cases of death by certain communicable diseases as defined by the

CommMsioner, except in accordance with instructions issued by the

commissioNer Commissioner.

6)(d)(1) AWgody for which a burial-transit permit has been secured, except
one for the body ofMgny person whose death occurred as a result of a
communicable disease¥gs defined by the commissioner Commissioner, may be
taken through or into anotlf§g municipality er-unerganized-town-or-gore for
funeral services without additidgal permits from the local health officer or the
commissioner Commissioner.

(2) The permit shall accompany%he body to its destination, and may be

accepted as a permit for burial or entomb t by a sexton or other person

having the care of a cemetery, burial ground, tOgab, or receiving vault.

(3) Before a body of a person who died outse Vermont may be buried

or entombed in this State, the person in charge of the b&dy must file with the

town clerk of the municipality where the body is to be buri8d or entombed:

(A) the death certificate or preliminary report of deatMg and

(B)(1) a transit permit issued under the laws of the state {1 which

the body is brought: or

(i1) a burial-transit permit issued by a person authorized under

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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b)(e) Ne The operator of a crematory facility shall not cremate or allow

the creMgation of a dead body until the passage-ofat unless the following

requiremerg are met:

(1) The ®&perator has received the death certificate and at least 24 hours

following have pas¥ed since the death of the decedent, as indicated on the

death certificate, unles$if the decedent died from a virulent, communicable
disease, a department-of-he§lth Department rule or order requires the
cremation to occur prior to theynd of that period. If the atterney-general

2

Attorney General or a state’s-attoriy State’s Attorney requests the delay of a

cremation based upon a reasonable bell§f that the cause of death might have
been due to other than accidental or naturalgauses, the cremation of a dead
human body shall be delayed, based upon such%gquest, a sufficient time to
permit a civil or criminal investigation into the cirCgmstances that caused or

contributed to the death.

(2) For cremations requested for a person who died in Verm®&t, until

the person-in-charge operator has received a eertificate cremation perm¥in a

form prescribed by the Chief Medical Examiner from the ehief Chief, regidgal,

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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A ho 1od > 2 shaakhalV- als D ade no avals aVa A akda a

andynanner of death and is satisfied that no further examination or judicial

inquirydgoncerning it is necessary—Uponrequest-of afuneral directorthe

Nne on N 1roe ofF-fthe - bhod a he ematornv_ope
-, ato-y—Oop

I C—O SELSAVAS 3 TR 1 C o

5 c—C o cOHCd

e of S 00
D I

@)(3) For all cremationSgequested for the body of a person who died

outside Vermont, until the crematoMy operator shall-do-the following before
conducting the cremation has:

(A) obtain obtained a permit for thgnsit or cremation;

(B) eemply complied with the laws ofghe state in which the person
died, including obtaining a copy of a medical exan®ger’s permit if one is
required; and

(C) obtained a certified copy of the death certificMe.

7
D)
D
D
D]
O
O
D)
D]
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%) A town clerk shall receive, number, file, and preserve burial-transit and

cremat®gn permits returned to the clerk in the manner and for the periods

prescribed Wy the State Archivist.

Sec. 55. 18 V.{A. § 5207 is amended to read:

§5207 CER SATE FURNISHED Au_g_! AL PERM
under-legal restrictions-and safeguards. [Repealed. ]

Sec. 56. 18 V.S.A. § 5209 is amended to read:

§ 5209. DEATH OUT OF STATE; BURIAL PERMIT

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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g Q ave Q Q Q a¥a¥a o b
a d—to a nermit—and-the e a 1 a
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h-of a person-dying in this-state. [Repealed.]

Sec. 57. 18 V.{A. § 5210 is amended to read:

§ 5210. EORM OMBURIAL OR REMOVAL PERM

a 1 a a¥l o e a h_ O a Y a NOSEe-O Adead -bod
o < O < -, 05O -, VY < PO>TO < A,
e a a a a - a - a a a
o O O 1 o < oo o c—CC o O SASZ O
a e a a a hurial —entfombmen a
P o <P < S o100 C v, 5 © -, v, < 5O
a NO a a 1 a a e a dead -bod a e to e
S A, O o < -, < -, = A, -, 0O e 3
a a - a ert a a a a
o CASA G5 c—CC o O SASZ O CO AR S o C
a a e - a Ade a ed a a e
cO o c—CC o C—O 0C -, Sis 5 GO ; 3
hod a Ade a a a a a a a’ a a
A, -, o o115 DG CCCPtE DG O 3, O
---------- a a a a a a O & e_o emeters a
o O 3, o 3, o O O O c1H—PC O S S O CC Cto Y5O

ground;-tomb;-orreceiving vault: [Repealed. |

Sec. 58. 18 V.S.A. § 5211 is amended to read:
§ 5211. UNAUTHORIZED BURIAL OR REMOVAL; PENAXI'Y

A person who buries, entombs, transports, or removes the dead Bpdy of a
person without a burial-transit erremeval permit so to do, or in any ot

manner or at any other time or place than as specified in such permit, shall

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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Se®.59. 18 V.S.A. § 5212 is amended to read:

§ S21Z%PERMIT TO REMOVE DEAD BODIES

(a) A p¥son desirous-of disinterring-orremoving who seeks to disinter or

remove the bodk of a human being from one cemetery to another cemetery or
to another part of tRg same cemetery, or from a tomb or receiving vault to
elsewhere, shall apply # the clerk of the municipality in which the dead body
is interred or entombed for'y remeoval burial-transit permit.

(b) An applicant for a reme¥gal burial-transit permit shall publish notice of
his or her intent to remove the rem&ns. This notice shall be published for two
successive weeks in a newspaper of gefgral circulation in the municipality in
which the body is interred or entombed. e notice shall include a statement
that the spouse, child, parent, sibling, or descerant of the deceased, or that the
cemetery commissioner or other municipal authori responsible for

cemeteries in the municipality, may object to the propofed removal by filing a

complaint in the probate-division-of the-superior-court Probgte Division of the

Superior Court of the district in which the body is located as pf§vided in

section 5212a of this title.
(c¢) The municipal clerk shall issue a remeval burial-transit permit 4§ days

after the date on which notice was last published pursuant to subsection (b)éf

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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d) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (b) and (c) of this
section§a removal burial-transit permit shall be issued upon application:
% sk ok
Sec. 60. 18 V.{A. § 5213 is amended to read:

§ 5213. REMOVAY; FORM AND DISPOSITION OF BURIAL-TRANSIT

PERMIT

Sueh A burial-transit pelgnit authorizing removal shall state specifically

where such body is to be burie® cremated, or entombed and the time and
manner of its removal. A town cle¥ issuing such a permit shall make it in
duplicate if the body is to be removed Mpom the town, one copy of which shall
be delivered to the person having charge oMghe cemetery or tomb from which
the body is to be taken and the other shall be d&jvered to the person having
charge of the cemetery or tomb wherein it is desire&to place the body.
Sec. 61. 18 V.S.A. § 5214 is amended to read:
§ 5214. DUTIES OF SEXTON; NO BURIAL OR REMO¥AL WITHOUT
PERMIT

A sexton or other person having the care of a cemetery, tomb, oMgeceiving

vault shall not receive or permit the burial or entombment of a dead boy, or

the remains thereof, in the cemetery or tomb of which he or she has chargeNor

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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prdkisions of this chapter.
Sec. 6% 18 V.S.A. § 5215 is amended to read:
§ 5215. B§RIAL RETURNS

A sexton orfgther person having charge of a cemetery, tomb, or receiving
vault, during the figt week of each month, shall deliver to the clerk of the
town in which such ceWgetery, tomb, or vault is located the burial-transit and
removal permits, properly%ertified, which he or she received during the
preceding month.
Sec. 63. 18 V.S.A. § 5216 is ameMged to read:
§ 5216. PENALTY

A sexton or other person having chargdof a cemetery, tomb, or receiving
vault who violates a provision of sections 52 % and 5215 of this title shall be

bject to the penalties

prescribed in section 5011 of this title.

Sec. 64. 18 V.S.A. § 5217 is amended to read:

§ 5217. REMOVAL OF MARKED HISTORIC REMAINS

k %k %k

(b) A person may apply for a remeval burial-transit permit to df§nter or
remove historic remains by filing an application with the clerk for the

municipality in which the historic remains are located. The application shé

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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An applicant for a remeval burial-transit permit shall send notice by

first-cl3gs mail to all the following:

(e) If no ob¥gction is received within 30 days after the date the notice was
last published as re@uired by subsection (c) of this section, the municipal clerk
shall issue a remeoval b¥gial-transit permit.

* % %
* % * Reports ofDeath, Death Certificates * * *
Sec. 65. 18 V.S.A. § 5202 1s amen¥gd to read:

§ 5202. REPORT OF DEATH; DEATN, CERTIFICATE; DUTIES OF

PH] AN_ANI_A
5

UTHORIZEY LICENSED HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONAL

(a)(1) The Within 24 hours after a death, the licqnsed health care

professional who is-last-in-attendance-upen last attende®a deceased person

shall immediately out-a-certificate-of death-on

commisstoner submit the medical portion of a report of death ia manner

prescribed by the State Registrar. For-the-purposes-ofthis-section, §licensed

VT LEG #320066 v.5



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 84 of 172

wa%in charge of the patient’s care to-fill-out-the-certificate, and he or she shall

fulfill Mgs requirement.

2) he physician neither health care professional is unable able to

state the cause § death, the provisions of section 5205 of this title apply.
(3) The liceged health care professional may;,-with-the consent-of the

funeral-director; delegd¥g to the funeral director or the person in charge of the

body, with that individual’S§gonsent, the responsibility of gathering datafor

H—Was-the-deceased The State Registralgshall furnish the agency

responsible for veterans’ affairs information as to the deceased’s status as a

veteran of-any-war?
2yt so,of what-war?,

(5) The State Registrar shall register the report of death Mg the Statewide

Registration System upon receipt of the required information. TheWgortion of

the report of death that is not designated confidential by the State Reg1%rar is

the death certificate.

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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available prior to burial or transportation of a body, any licensed health care

profess¥nal who has access to the facts and can certify that the death is not

subject to the provisions of section 5205 of this title may complete and sign a

preliminary repRrt of death on a form supplied-by-the-commissioner prescribed
by the State Registgr. The-municipal-orcounty-clerk oradeputy-shall The

health care professionafymay delegate completion of the nonmedical facts to

any funeral director or pers®n in charge of the body with access to the

nonmedical facts, with that indigidual’s consent. A person authorized to issue

a burial-transit permit shall accept Wisreport-and a properly completed

preliminary report and issue a burial-tr&3gsit permit. This The preliminary
report ef-death may be destroyed six montig after a the death certificate has

been filed registered. This dees-net subsectionoes not relieve the-attending a

licensed health care professional from the-responsi¥glity-of completing-a-death

his or her responsibilities under subsection (a) of this sectiOg.

Sec. 66. 18 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

§5203 DEATH HR F ATE- MEMBER OF ARMED FOR

-

D
B
D

«»]
D
D

e»)]
D
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Sec. 67. 18 V.S.A. §

§ 5204. EORMS; CERTIINCATION

Sec. 68. 18 V.S.A. § 5205 is amended to read:

204 is amended to read:

§ 5205. DEATH CERTIFICATE WHEN NO AT

H.111
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DING PHYSICIAN

AND IN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES; AUTQPSY

k %k %k

(f) The State’s Attorney or Chief Medical Examiner, if eith® deem it

necessary and in the interest of public health, welfare, and safety, O%in

furtherance of the administration of the law, may order an autopsy to b&

performed by the Chief Medical Examiner or under his or her direction. On

VT LEG #320066 v.5



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 87 of 172

cerfificate submit a report of death to the State Registrar.

k %k %k

Sec. 69. 1&V.S.A. § 5206 is amended to read:
§ 5206. PENARTY FOR FAILURE TO EURNISH DEATH CERTIFICATE

SUBMITREPORT OF DEATH

A physician-who faMe to-furnish a certificate of death licensed health care

professional who fails to stgmit within 24 hours after the death of a person the

medical portion of a report of dgath containing a true statement of the cause of

such death;-and-all-the-other facts Phovided for-inthe form-of death
certificates, so far as these facts are obt§inable, shall befined notmeorethan

$100-00 shall be subject to the penalties prégcribed in section 5011 of this title.

Sec. 70. 18 V.S.A. § 5202a is amended to read

§ 5202a. CORRECTION, COMPLETION, OR AMENDMENT OF DEATH

CERTIFICATE

(a) Corrections, completions. Within six months after ¢ date of death, the

town-clerk State Registrar may correct or complete a death cerfficate upon

application by the certifying physician licensed health care professignal,

medical examiner, hospital, nursing home, or funeral director, if the

application and relevant evidence, if any, show that the correction or
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(b)Y Amendngnts. After six months from the date of death, any

alteration of a death ceMgficate m

original-certificate-isfiled shalMpe deemed an amendment. Upon application

by a person specified in subsection%a) of this section, the State Registrar may

amend the death certificate if the appli®gtion and relevant evidence, if any,

show that the amendment is warranted.
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comMpletion, or amendment under this section, the applicant may petition the

Probat&Division of the Superior Court, which shall review the application and

relevant evidence de novo to determine if the requested action is warranted.

The court shalMgransmit a decree ordering a correction, completion, or

amendment to the $ate Registrar, who shall take action in accordance with the

decree.

(d) Documentation of changes. The State Registrar shall make corrections,

completions, and amendments W the Statewide Registration System. A

corrected or completed certificate Mgued from the System shall be free of any

evidence of the alteration and shall notYge marked “Amended.” Any amended

death certificate issued from the System sh#l indicate the word “Amended”

and the date of amendment. The State Registrg shall enter into and maintain

in the System the identity of the person requesting $e correction, completion,

or amendment and of the person making the change in"'%e System, and the

date the change was made.

(e) Original certificates. If the State Registrar corrects, completes, or

amends a certificate that was registered prior to July 1, 2018, he or'ghe shall

nd notify the cuSypdian

of the original erissue-anew certificate, who shall replace and dispose of the
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court:

e)(f) Phwpvided;-however; 0 he medicale er-0 e-cer a
5 c oply-te Cause of death. The State Registrar shall only correct
or, complete the-ceWificate-asto, or amend the medical certification of the

cause of death upon apMlication by the medical examiner or certifying licensed

health care professional.

* # % Cogforming Changes * * *
Sec. 71. 4 V.S.A. § 311a is amend& to read:
§ 311a. VENUE GENERALLY
For proceedings authorized to the Proba% Division of Superior Court,
venue shall lie as provided in Title 14A for theSgdministration of trusts, and

otherwise in a Probate District as follows:

k %k %k

(19) Issuwance-of Appeal from a denial by the State Rggistrar of Vital

Records of a request for a new e, corrected, amended, or delaygd birth

certificate: in the district where the birth occurred or allegedly occWyred.

(20) Ceorrection-or-amendment-ofa Appeal from a denial by the Wtate

Registrar of Vital Records of a request for a corrected, amended, or delayed
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issted.

Al ) Correction-oramendmentofa Appeal from a denial by the State

Registrar ohVital Records of a request for a corrected or amended death

certificate: in e district where the original-certificate-isfiled death occurred

or, if the place of d%ath is unknown, where the body was found.

* % %
27) ce-of cerfificates-of public good-autho o the ¢
ch-the¢ rriageis-sought-to-be-co mated. [Repealed.]
* % %

Sec. 72. REPLACEMENTS

(a) In 15A V.S.A. §§ 3-705 and 5-108(c), the pMgase “supervisor of vital

records” is replaced with “State Registrar of Vital RecO%ds” and in 15A V.S.A.

§ 5-108(c¢), the word “supervisor” is replaced with “State Rgeistrar.”

(b) In 18 V.S.A. § 1103, the phrase “certificate of birth” is Mplaced with

“report of birth.”

Sec. 73. 15A V.S.A. § 1-101 is amended to read:

§ 1-101. DEFINITIONS

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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(22) “State Registrar” and “State Registrar of Vital Records” mean the

superviyor of the Office of Vital Records in the Department of Health.

(23) \Stepparent” means a person who is the spouse or surviving spouse

of a parent of aghild but who is not a parent of the child.

b nery a a 2 ecords” mean he Nery a a 2 ecord
oOHHPC O > d ai> D d

Sec. 74. 24 V.S.A. § 1164% amended to read:

§ 1164. CERTIFIED COPIES ;%FORM
(a) A town clerk shall furnisigertified copies of any instrument on record

in his or her office, or any instrumen®or paper filed in his or her office
pursuant to law, on the tender of his-or-h® fees therefor, and his or her
attestation shall be a sufficient authenticatiorgf the copies, except that the
town clerk shall net-eopy redact the word “illegitgnate” from any copy of a
birth certificate he or she furnishes.

(b) A town clerk shall furnish a certified copy of a vill event certificate

only if authorized and as prescribed under 18 V.S.A. chapter'g01. Ceopies-of

Sec. 75. 32 V.S.A. § 1671 is amended to read:

§ 1671. FEES TO TOWN €EERK CLERKS RELATED TO RECORDS

S Siassiavicsavavicigeays W U U U d Ay U U d
a0 oV ] &
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int&§mation to be recorded or filed. The maximum covered area on a page
shall b&7 1/2 inches by 14 inches. All letters shall be at least one-sixteenth
inch in hei®t or in at least eight point type. Unless otherwise provided by
law, the fees toown clerks shall be as follows:

(1) For recoMling a trust mortgage deed as provided in 24 V.S.A.

§ 1155, $10.00 per pagt.

(2) For filing or recOgding a copy of a complaint to foreclose a mortgage
as provided in 12 V.S.A. § 452%Db), $10.00 per page;.

(3) For examination of recos by town clerk, a fee of $5.00 per hour
may be charged but not more than $2580 for each examination on any one
calendar day;.

(4) For examination of records by othersa fee of $2.00 per hour may
be charged;.

(5) Town clerks may require fees for all filing, r&ording, and copying
to be paid in advance;.

(6) For the recording or filing, or both, of any document%hat is to
become a matter of public record in the town clerk’s office, or for #gy certified
copy of such document, a fee of $10.00 per page shall be charged; excdgt that:

(A) for the recording or filing, or both, of a property transfer retulg,

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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in B8 V.S.A. § 5017.

For uncertified copies of records and documents on file, or recorded,
a fee of $1%Q0 per page shall be charged, with a minimum fee of $2.00;
however, copidg of minutes of municipal meetings or meetings of local boards
and commissions, §ppies of grand lists and checklists, and copies of any public
records that any agenc%of that political subdivision has deposited with the

clerk shall be available to Wge public at actual cost;. The fee for a noncertified

copy of a vital event certificat@shall be as specified in 18 V.S.A. § 5017.

(8) For survey plats filed infgccordance with 27 V.S.A. chapter 17, a fee
of $15.00 per 11 inch by 17 inch shee®$15.00 per 18 inch by 24 inch sheet,
and $15.00 per 24 inch by 36 inch sheet sMgll be charged.

* % %
Sec. 76. 32 V.S.A. § 1712 is amended to read:

§ 1712. TOWN CLERKS
Town clerks shall receive the following fees in-the-nigtter-o

registration for issuing marriage licenses and vital event cetficates:

(1) For issuing and recording a civil marriage er-ecivil-un¥ga license,
$60.00 to be paid by the applicant, $10.00 of which sum shall be régined by
the town clerk as a fee, $35.00 of which shall be deposited in the Dom&tic and

Sexual Violence Special Fund created by 13 V.S.A. § 5360, and $15.00 of
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fecqreceived by him or her during the quarter. Such quarterly period shall be

as of tiWg first day of January, April, July, and October.

(2) M00-for-othercopies-madeunder-theprovisions-of 18 V.S A
§-5009-to-be pMd-by-the town. [Repealed. ]
(3) .. e-v C D - e C "e = eied e 'e-" =Ta ae =
S FOVISIONS-O ARSS 449 and-816-and-18 A 8850 0 078
ProVISIOns-o S 316-and- 18- VS 3507350 0785
D A Q Q a a Q A N () a O11 a a a e ayalal
316, S-VS 0,-for the-correction-or-completion-o
a 1 a 2T O a a Q A Q 68 a a
cache¢ on-certificate e - provisions of 18 V.S 68, 0
21>Vl dea cCer cate-correctedy ae 2¥hala' a a Q A Q () 3 a
provisions-of- 18- VS $-5202a;-t0
bepaid-by-the-town. [Repealed.]
(4) $1-00-foreachcertificate of factsre o to-births;deaths, ¢
ons;-and rriages; ed-to-the Co erof He
ccordance ePpro onsof 18 VS A8 5010 S%¢ ocethe
5 O

he costof bindino the certificate shall be paid by the town%[Repealed.

(5) Fees for vital records event certificates shall be equivglent-to-those

pursuant-to-subsection1715(a)-of this title charged and allocated as spcified

in 18 V.S.A. § 5017.
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S A [2 A1PAR N\ [2 A (P11 ()P (PN

COPIES; SEARCH

(a) pon payment of a-$10.00 the fee established under 18 V.S.A. § 5017,

the CommMsioner-of Health Office of Vital Records or the Vermont State

Archives and Rgcords Administration shall provide a certified cepies copy of a

vital records event $ertificate or, if in its possession, of a report of divorce

form, or shall ascertain®gnd certify what the vital records-available-to-the

ommisstonerand-the Verfgont State Archivist show event certificate or report

D]
2
D)
D
D
D

D

D]
>

D]

shows, except that the

copy the word “illegitimate” shall Bg redacted from any birth certificate

furnished. Thefeeforthe search-of th&wvital recordsis-$3-00-which-iscredited

(b) Fees collected under this section shall b§credited to special funds
established and managed pursuant to chapter 7, subghapter 5 of-chapter 7 of
this title, and shall be available to the charging departngnts to offset the costs
of providing those services.

* * * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 78. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section and in Sec. 3, 18 V.S.A. § 5000(e)(&) and (f) (rulerMgking

authority) shall take effect on passage.
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certificaltmy

(2) in Sec. 200 V.S.A. § 5016(a)(1)(B), (b)(2), and (c)(1)(B)

(issuance of copies of marriage Cwgtificates from Statewide Registration

System); and

(3) in Sec. 71,4 V.S.A. § 311a(20) (conforming ®agnee to venue of

Probate Division related to marriage and civil union certificates).

U U U cl cl cl U U Y Py v, O.

* % * General Provisions Related to Vital Records * * *
Sec. 1. 18 V.S.A. § 4999 is added to 18 V.S.A. chapter 101 to read:

¢ 4999. DEFINITIONS

As used in this part, unless the context requires otherwise:

(1) “Issuing agent” means a town clerk or duly authorized

representative of the State Registrar who issues certified and noncertified

copies of birth and death certificates from the Statewide Registration System.

(2) “Licensed health care professional” means a physician, a physician

assistant, or an advanced practice registered nurse.

(3) “Municipality” or “town” means a city, town, village, unorganized

town or gore, or town or gore within the unified towns and gores of Essex

County.

(4) “Noncertified copy’” means a copy of a vital event certificate issued
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by a public agency as defined in 1 V.S.A. § 317, other than a certified copy.

(5) “Office of Vital Records” means an office of the Department of

Health responsible for the Statewide Registration System and with the

authority over vital records provided by law.

(6) “Registrant” means the individual who is the subject of a vital event

certificate.

(7) “Statewide Registration System” or “System’” means:

(A) the sole official repository of data from birth and death

certificates registered on or after January 1, 1909, and

(B) such other data related to vital records as the State Registrar may

prescribe.

(8) “Town clerk” or “municipal clerk” or “clerk” means a town clerk,

a city clerk, a county clerk acting on behalf of an unorganized town or gore, or

the supervisor of the unified towns and gores of Essex County, or a town

official or emplovee designated by the same to act on his or her behalf.

(9) “Vital event certificate” means a birth, death, marriage, or civil

union certificate or a report of divorce, annulment, or dissolution. “Vital event

certificate” does not include any confidential portion of a report of birth or of

death or of a marriage or civil union license or application therefor.

(10) “Vital record” means:

(A) a report of birth, death, fetal death, or induced termination of

VT LEG #320066 v.5
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pregnancy or a preliminary report of death;

(B) a vital event certificate,

(C) a marriage or civil union license,

(D) a burial-transit permit; and

(E) any other records associated with the creation, registration,

processing, modification, or disclosure of the records described in this

subdivision (10).

Sec. 2. 18 V.S.A. § 5020 is redesignated to read:

§ 3620 5000. SUPERVISOR OF VITAL RECORDS STATE REGISTRAR;

DUTIES; AUTHORITY; STATEWIDE REGISTRATION

SYSTEM; ISSUING AGENTS

Sec. 3. 18 V.S.A. § 5000 is amended to read:
§ 5000.  STATE REGISTRAR; DUTIES; AUTHORITY; STATEWIDE
REGISTRATION SYSTEM; ISSUING AGENTS
(a) The commissioner Commissioner shall designate a member of the

department Department as supervisor—of—vital records—registration—-whe the

State Registrar. The State Registrar shall head the Office of Vital Records, and

shall provide consultation to town awnd—county clerks, hospital personnel,

physicians licensed health care professionals, midwives, funeral directors,

elergymen clergy, probate judges, and all other persons involved in vital

records registration for the purpose of promoting uniformity of procedures in
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reaching—a order to promote the complete, accurate, and timely, and lawful

creation, registration, processing, modification, and disclosure of vital records.

(b) The Commissioner may exercise any authority granted to or fulfill

any duties conferred on the State Registrar under this part or any other

provision of law related to vital records, and the State Registrar may

delegate the exercise of his or her authority or the performance of his or her

duties to a duly authorized representative.

(c)(1) The State Registrar shall operate the Statewide Registration

System, which shall be the sole official repository of data from birth and

death certificates registered on or after January 1, 1909. However, nothing

in this part shall be construed to preclude town clerks or other issuing

agents from printing from the System and maintaining for public inspection

noncertified copies of birth and death certificates. The State Registrar shall

create and maintain an index which, at a minimum, will enable the public to

search contents of the System by the name of the registrant Giiseididedads

and by the date of the vital event.

(2) On and after July 1, 2018:

(A) upon registration of a birth or death in the Statewide

Registration System, the System shall automatically notify the town clerk

of the town of occurrence and the town clerk of residence of the

registrant;
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(B) upon the correction or amendment of a birth or death certificate

registered in the System, or upon issuance of a new birth certificate to

replace a birth certificate registered in the System, the System shall

automatically notify the town clerk of the town of occurrence and the town

clerk of residence of the registrant.

(23) Birth and death certificates registered prior to January 1, 1909:

(A) shall not be incorporated into the Statewide Registration

System;

(B) shall be maintained at the offices of town clerks as specified in

section 5007 of this title; and

(C) shall not be eligible for amendment under this part.

(@4) The State Registrar shall investigate and attempt to resolve any

known discrepancy between the contents of a vital event certificate in the

custody of the State Registrar and a vital event certificate maintained in the

office of a town clerk. In addition, the State Registrar shall have the authority

to change the contents of a birth or death certificate in the System in order to

address a known error or to conform the certificate to the requirements of a

court order. The State Registrar shall record and maintain in the System the

nature and content of a change made in the System, the identity of the person

making the change, and the date of the change.

(45) Except as authorized under subdivision 5073(a)(3) of this title, and
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except for corrections, completions, or amendments to address known errors or

omissions, the State Registrar shall deny any application under this part

requesting a correction, completion, or amendment of a birth or death

certificate in order to change a name, and shall change a name only in

accordance with a court order.

(d)(1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, town clerks

in the State shall aid in the efficient administration of the Statewide

Registration System and shall act as agents to issue copies of birth and death

certificates from the Statewide Registration System in accordance with section

5016 of this title.

(2) By filing a written notice with the State Registrar, a town clerk may

opt out of serving as an issuing agent.

(e) The State Registrar shall, consistent with the requirements of this

part:

(1) administer the Statewide Registration System and fulfill the duties

assigned to him or her under this part;

(2) provide for the preservation and security of the official records of

the Office of Vital Records, and for the matching of birth and death records

in order to prevent the fraudulent use of birth and death certificates of

deceased persons,

(3) promote uniformity of policy and procedures pertaining to vital
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records and vital statistics throughout the State;

(4) prescribe the contents and form of vital record reports, vital event

certificates, and related applications and documents,; prescribe the contents

and form of burial-transit permits; and distribute the same;

(5) maintain a Vital Records Alert System in order to track and

prevent misrepresentation, fraud, or illegal activities in connection with

vital records;

(6) implement audit and quality control procedures as necessary to

ensure compliance with vital records filing and reporting requirements,

(7) prescribe:

(A) the contents and form of applications for a certified copy of a

birth or death certificate after consultation with the Vermont Municipal

Clerks’ & Treasurers’ Association;

(B) the manner in which vital records required to be submitted to

him or her shall be submitted;

(C) physical requirements and security standards for storage of

vital event certificates and related supplies, after consideration of best

practices issued by state and federal law enforcement and public health

organizations,

(D) the manner in which the Department of Public Safety shall

furnish lists of missing and kidnapped children to the State Registrar; and
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(E) procedures governing the public’s inspection of birth and

death certificates, if necessary to protect the integrity of the certificates or

to deter fraud;

(8) adopt rules governing:

(A)  acceptable content and limitations on the number of

characters on a birth certificate;

(B) acceptable forms of identification required in connection with

applications for certified copies of birth and death certificates; and

(C) the process for denying a certified copy of a birth or death

certificate based on a Vital Records Alert System match or evidence of fraud

or misrepresentation, notifying affected persons of the denial, and

investigating and resolving the issue identified.

(1) The State Registrar may adopt rules as may be necessary to carry out

his or her duties under this part.

Sec. 4. 18 V.S.A. § 5001 is amended to read:
s 5001. HTAL-RECORDS—FORMS OF CERTIFICATES DUTIES OF

CUSTODIANS

(a) Certificates—of -birthmarriage—civil union,—divorce,—death,—and fetal

tb) Beginning on January 1, 2010, all eertificates-of-birth—marriage—eivil
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union—divorcedeath—and fetal death certified copies of vital event certificates

shall be issued on unique paper with antifraud features approved by the

commissioner-of-health State Registrar and available from the department-of

health Office of Vital Records.

(b) Town custodians of vital event certificates shall ensure that the

following are stored in a fireproof safe or vault:

(1) blank copies of antifraud paper;

(2) original vital event certificates; and

(3) such other records or materials as the State Registrar may prescribe.

(c)(1) The State Registrar may audit any municipal or county office that

stores or issues vital records to determine its compliance with the requirements

of this part and any rules adopted thereunder. The State Registrar may require

an office that fails an audit to cease issuing vital records until it passes a new

audit.

(2) Following a failed audit, upon request, the State Registrar shall

conduct a follow-up audit within 30 days of the request.

Sec. 5. 18 V.S.A. § 5002 is amended to read:

$35002. RETURNS:TABLES REPORT OF VITAL STATISTICS;

PRESERVATION OF RECORDS; AUTHORITY TO ISSUE

The commissioner-of-health State Registrar shall prepare from-the-retwrns-of

an annual vital statistics report summarizing reports or returns of births,
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marriages, eivil-unions: deaths, fetal deaths, and divorces required-bylaw—to

annulments, and dissolutions received in the prior calendar year. The

commissioner State Registrar shall file-and preserve—all -such returns— The
commissioner-shatl periodically transmit the original returns er-photostatic-or

photographic-copies—to-the-state-archivist of marriages, divorces, annulments,

and_dissolutions to the State Archivist, who shall keep the returns—er

photostatic-or-photographic-copies-of-thereturns; on file for use by the public.

The commissioner—and—the—state—arehivist State Registrar and the State

Archivist shall each, independently of the other, have power to issue certified

copies of such-records vital event certificates in their custody.

Sec. 6. 18 V.S.A. § 5003 is amended to read:

s 5003. FORMS MATERIALS FOR ISSUING AGENTS

The commissioner State Registrar shall procure and send to eachtown-and

binding: issuing agents materials as are may be necessary to—be—used—in

compliance—with—theprovisions—of—this—part for the issuance of vital event
certificates.

Sec. 7. 18 V.S.A. § 5005 is amended to read:
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$ 5005. UNORGANIZED TOWNS AND GORES
ta) The county clerk of a county wherein-is-situated where an unorganized

town or gore is situated shall have the authority, perform the same duties, and

be subject to the same penalties as—town—clerks—in—respect—to—licenses;

binding-such-certificates—shall -be-paid-by-the-state prescribed in this part in

relation to vital records with respect to residents of the unorganized town or

gore.

Sec. 8. 18 V.S.A. § 5006 is amended to read:

s 5006. VITAL RECORDS EVENT INFORMATION PUBLISHED IN

TOWN REPORTS

Town clerks annwally-may-compile-and-the or auditors may publish in the
annual town report a-transcript-of-thevrecord-of nonconfidential information

and statistics concerning births, marriages, eivil-unions: and deaths recorded

of residents during the preceding calendar year. Upon request, the State
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Registrar shall furnish a town clerk such information and statistics.

Sec. 9. 18 V.S.A. § 5007 is amended to read:
$ 5007. PRESERVATION OF DATA RECORDS
A town clerk shall receive, number, and file for record certificates of births;

marriages;—eivil —unions,—and —deaths,—and—shall —preserve—such—certificates

togetherwith-the and burial-transit and-removal permits returned to the clerk;

in-afireproof vault or-safe,as provided by 24 V.S A-S 1178, A town clerk shall

permanently preserve at the office of the clerk birth and death certificates

registered prior to July 1, 2018, and marriage and civil union certificates.

Sec. 10. 18 V.S.A. § 5008 is amended to read:
$ 35008. TOWN CLERK; RECORDING AND INDEXING PROCEDURES

A town clerk shall file for record and index in volumes all marriage
certificates and burial-transit permits received by the town. Each volume or
series shall contain an alphabetical index. Civil marriage certificates shall be

filed for record in one volume or series, civil unions union certificates kept in

another, birth-certificates-in-another—and-death-certificates and burial-transit

and-removal permits in another—However, except that in a town having less

than 500 inhabitants, the town clerk may cause civil marriage, civil union,

birth-and-death-certificates, and burial-transit and-removal permits to be filed
for record in one volume—provided-that-none—of-such—volumes—shall contain
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town-clerk’s office-as permanentrecords.
Sec. 11. 18 V.S.A. § 5009 is amended to read:
$ 5009. NONRESIDENTS; CERTIFIED COPIES TO TOWN OF
RESIDENCE
On the first day of each month, the town clerk shall make a certified copy of
each original er, corrected ecertificate—of-birth, or amended civil marriage;

certificate or amended civil union-and-death-fited certificate filed in the clerk’s

office during the preceding month, whenever the-parents-of-a-child-born-were;
or a party to a civil marriage or a civil union er-a-deceased-person-was: was a

resident in any other Vermont town at the time of suech-birth; the civil marriage;
or civil union—er-death, and shall transmit such the certified copy to the clerk

of such the other Vermont town, who shall file the same.
Sec. 12. 18 V.S.A. § 5010 is amended to read:

s 5010. REPORTOFESTATISTICS TRANSMITTAL OF MARRIAGE

CERTIFICATES

The town clerk in of each town of-over-3;000-population-or-in-atown-where

shall each week transmit to the supervisor-ofvitalrecords—registration State
Registrar copies, duly certified, of each birth—death; marriage—and-civil- union

certificate filed in the town in the preceding week. In-all-other-towns—the-clerk
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S N11. PENALTY VIOLATIONS; PENALTIES
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(a)(1) A person sMgll not:

(A) knowingly Wgake a false statement, or knowingly supply false

information intending that su® information be used, in connection with a vital

record;

(B) without lawful authoritgnd with the intent to deceive, make,

counterfeit, alter, or mutilate any vital recolg

(C) without lawful authority and witMthe intent to deceive, obtain,

possess, or use, or sell or furnish to another person, Wy vital record that:

(i) has been counterfeited, altered, or mutildgd;

(ii) is false in whole or in part; or

(iii) relates to another person, whether living or dece&sed;

(D) without lawful authority, possess any vital record kno%ing the

same to have been stolen or otherwise unlawfully obtained.
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X)(!) A person shall not:

A) knowingly refuse to provide information that the person knows

is requiredQf him or her by this part or by rules adopted to carry out its

purposes, or

(B) knowWggly neglect or violate any of the provisions the person

knows are imposed upOM him or her by this part or knowingly refuse to perform

any of the duties the perso™nows are imposed upon him or her by this part.

(2) A person who viola®gs this subsection shall be fined not more than

$1,000.00 or imprisoned for not m®e than one year, or both.

(c) An employee of the Office of Wgal Records or any issuing agent who

knowingly furnishes or processes a certifMd copy of a vital event certificate

with the knowledge or intention that it maWbe used for the purposes of

deception shall be fined not more than $10,000.00gr imprisoned for not more

than five years, or both.

(d) The Commissioner or a hearing officer designated D& the Commissioner

may, after notice and an opportunity for hearing, impose a civ&administrative

penalty of not more than $250.00 against a person who fails to Werform any

duty imposed or violates a prohibition under this part. A hearing uiMer this

subsection shall be a contested case subject to the provisions of 3 VRA.

upier , A ire proy orly U Vo0.21. VY OUZ(Il), OUZU, drid OUZU TCIUICU TU
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Sec. 13. 18 V.S.A. § 5011 is amended to read:

§5011. PENALTY

(a) A town clerk who fails to transmit sueh copies of birth, marriage;
eivil union—and-death certificates as provided in section 5010 of this title
shall be fined not more than $100.00.

(b) The Commissioner or a hearing officer designated by the Commissioner

may, after notice and an opportunity for a hearing, impose a civil

administrative penalty of not more than $250.00 against a person who fails to

perform a duty imposed or violates a prohibition under this part. A hearing

under this subsection shall be a contested case subject to the provisions of 3

V.S.A. chapter 25, and the provisions of 3 V.S.A. §§ 809(h), 809a, and 809b

related to subpoenas shall extend to the Commissioner, a hearing officer

appointed by the Commissioner, and licensed attorneys representing a party.

Sec. 14. 18 V.S.A. § 5013 is amended to read:

§ 5013.

alphabetical order; except as provided by 24 V.S.A. § 1153, [Repealed. ]

Sec. 15. 18 V.S.A. § 5014 is added to read:

¢ 5014. CONFIDENTIALITY

(a)(1) A vital record, or information therein, that by law is designated
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confidential or by a similar term, that by law may only be disclosed to

specifically designated persons, or that by law is not a public record, is

exempt from inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and shall

be kept confidential to the extent provided by law.

(2) Records or information described in subdivision (1) of this

subsection may be disclosed.:

(A) for public health or research purposes in accordance with

(B) to a regulatory or law enforcement agency for enforcement

purposes, if the agency has agreed to accept the terms of an agreement with

the Office of Vital Records governing use and confidentiality of the

information,

(C) to the vital records office of another state, if the subject of the

vital record was a resident of the other state at the time of the vital event

that led to creation of the record; or

(D) in a summary, statistical, or other format in which particular

individuals are not identified directly or indirectly.

(b)(1) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section

and subdivision (2) of this subsection, the following information is exempt from

public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act, shall be kept

confidential, and, in any civil action, shall not be subject to discovery or
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subpoena or be admissible:

(A) Social Security information and information collected only for

medical and health purposes in reports of birth,

(B) Social Security numbers in reports of death or in preliminary

reports of death;

(C) prior marriage and legal guardianship information and elections

to dissolve a civil union in a marriage or civil union license or license

application;

(D) such other information contained in a vital record as the State

Registrar may designate through a rule adopted pursuant to 3 V.S.A.

chapter 25, but only if the designation is necessary to protect the privacy of an

individual.

(2) The person who is the subject of the record or his or her authorized

representative shall be entitled to obtain a copy of the information.

(c) Information in or received from the Vital Records Alert System is

exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public Records Act and

shall be kept confidential, except that, in addition to the exceptions to

confidentiality provided in subdivision (a)(2) of this section, such information

may be shared with an issuing agent in order to correct and prevent mistakes

and criminal activity.

Sec. 16. 18 V.S.A. § 5015 is amended to read:
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95015 STATISTICS BY HEAD OF FAMILY BECOMING RESIDENT

commissioner- [Repealed.
Sec. 17. 18 V.S.A. § 5016 is added to read:

9 5016. BIRTH AND DEATH CERTIFICATES; COPIES; INSPECTION

(a) Access and issuance generally.

(1) Except as provided in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection:

(A) only the State Registrar and issuing agents may issue certified

copies of birth and death certificates registered before July 1, 2018, and such

certificates shall only be issued from the Statewide Registration System; and

(B) only the State Registrar and issuing agents may issue certified or

noncertified copies of birth and death certificates registered on or after July 1,

2018, and such certificates shall only be issued from the Statewide

Registration System.
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(2) Copies of birth and death certificates registered prior to January

1, 1909 shall not be issued from the Statewide Registration System. Any

town clerk may issue a certified copy of a pre-1909 birth or death

certificate, provided he or she fulfills the requirements of subsection (b) of

this section and such additional requirements as the State Registrar may

prescribe as necessary to track antifraud paper used to produce such

copies.

(3) A certified or noncertified birth or death certificate shall only be

issued as authorized and prescribed in this section, except that in either of

the following circumstances, a public agency may issue a noncertified copy

even if it does not follow the requirements of this section governing

noncertified copies.

(A) if the public agency is an agency other than the Office of Vital

Records, the Vermont State Archives and Records Administration, or the

office of a town or county, and the public agency has custody of a birth or

death certificate acquired in the course of its business; or

(B) if the birth or death certificate was filed in the records of a

town or county office, such as land records, for a reason unrelated to its

official role under law as a repository of registered birth or death

certificates.

(4) The word “illegitimate’ shall be redacted from any certified or
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noncertified copy of a birth certificate.

(5) If necessary to prevent fraud, the State Registrar may limit the

issuance of a certified or noncertified copy of a certificate of live birth for a

foreign born child in the same manner as copies of birth certificates are limited

under this section.

(b) Certified copies.

(1) The State Registrar and issuing agents may issue certified copies

of birth and death certificates only upon receipt of a complete application

accompanied by a form of identification prescribed in rules adopted by the

State Registrar. The State Registrar and issuing agents shall record in a

database maintained by the State Registrar any application received.

(2) Only the following persons shall be eligible for a certified copy of

a birth or death certificate:

(A) the registrant or his or her spouse, child, parent, sibling,

randparent, G i G or guardian,

a person petitioning to open a decedent s estate; a court-appointed executor or

administrator;or the legal representative of any of these;

(B) a specific person pursuant to a court order finding that a

noncertified copy is not sufficient for the applicant’s legal purpose and that a

certified copy of the birth or death certificate is needed for the determination

or protection of a person s right, or
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(C) in the case of a death certificate only, additionally to:

(i) the individual with authority for final disposition as provided

in section 5227 of this title or a funeral home or crematorium acting on the

individual s behalf;

(ii) the Social Security Administration;

(iii) the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs; or

(iv) the deceased’s insurance carrier, if such carrier provides

benefits to the decedent s survivors or beneficiaries.

(3) Antifraud paper. Certified copies of birth and death certificates shall be

issued only on unigue paper with antifraud features approved by the State Registrar.

(4) Legal effect. A certified copy of a birth or death certificate shall be prima

facie evidence of the facts stated therein.

(c) Noncertified copies.

(1) Form. A noncertified copy of a birth or death certificate issued from

the Statewide Registration System shall indicate the term “Noncertified” on its

face and shall not be issued on antifraud paper:

(2) Legal effect. A noncertified copy of a birth or death certificate shall

not serve as prima facie evidence of the facts stated therein, except that it may

be recorded in the land records of a municipality to establish the date of birth

or death of a person with an ownership interest in property.

(d) Inspection. In addition to the provisions of the Public Records Act, the
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State Registrar may prescribe procedures governing the inspection of birth and

death certificates if necessary to protect the integrity of the certificates or to

prevent fraud.

Sec. 18. 18 V.S.A. § 5017 is added to read:

9 5017. FEES FOR COPIES st

For a certified copy of a vital event certificate, the fee shall be $10.00.

* % * Divorce and Dissolution Records * * *
Sec. 19. 18 V.S.A. § 5004 is amended to read:
§ 5004. FAMILY DIVISION OF THE SUPERIOR COURT CLERKS;

DIVORCE AND DISSOLUTION RETURNS

The famib—division—of-the—superior—court—clerk Family Division of the

Superior Court shall send to the commissioner State Registrar, before the 10th

day of each month, by county, a report of the number of divorces which and

dissolutions that became absolute during the preceding month, showing as to

each the names of the parties, date of civil marriage or civil union, number of

children, grounds for divorce or dissolution, and such other statistical

information available from the famiby-division-of-the-superior-court-clerlsfile

Family Division as may be required by the commissioner State Registrar.

* % * Birth Records * * *
Sec. 20. 18 V.S.A. § 5071 is amended to read:

§ 5071.  BIRTH REPORTS AND CERTIFICATES; WHO TO MAKE;
RETURN
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(a) On or before the fifth business day of each live birth that occurs in this
State, the attending physician or designee or midwife or, if no attending
physician or midwife is present, a parent of the child or a legal guardian of a

mother under 18 years of age shall file with the town-lerk State Registrar a

eertificate report of birth in the form and manner prescribed by the

Department State Registrar. The certificate-shall be registered State Registrar

shall register the report in the Statewide Registration System if it has been

completed properly and filed in accordance with this chapter. The portion of

the registered birth report that is not confidential under section 5014 of this

title is the birth certificate.

(b) At the time of the birth of a child, each parent shall furnish the

following information on

of Health to enable completion of the report of birth required under subsection

(a) of this section: the parent’s name, address, and Social Security number

and the name and date of birth of the child. Theforms-and-a-copy-ofthe-birth

(c)(1) Whoever assumes the custody of a live-born infant of unknown

parentage shall complete-a-certificate file a report of birth as-fotlows:
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with the State Registrar in the form and manner prescribed by the State

Registrar.

(2) If the child is identified and a certificate of birth is found or

obtained, the report and any certificate created under this section and copies

thereof shall be sealed-and deposited with the Commissioner-of Health State

Registrar and kept confidential, to be opened upon court order only.

(d) The name of the father shall be included on the report of birth and on

any birth certificate of the child of unmarried parents only if the father and
mother have signed a voluntary acknowledgment of parentage or a court or
administrative agency of competent jurisdiction has issued an adjudication of
parentage.

(e) When a birth certificate is issued, a parent or parents shall be identified
with gender-neutral nomenclature.
Sec. 21. 18 V.S.A. § 5072 is amended to read:

§35072. NOTICE TO PARENT FOR CORRECTION OR COMPLETION
The—supervisor—of vital records—registration—shall—within Within three

months after each birth which that occurs in the state State, except for the birth
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of a child known to have died or to have been surrendered for adoption, the

State Registrar shall send a notice of birth registration to the parents of the

child. Such The notice shall contain the pertinent facts such as the child’s full
name, date and place of birth, and the names of the parents, with instructions
and a form on which to apply for corrections or additions.

Sec. 22. 18 V.S.A. § 5073 is amended to read:

§ 5073, AMENDMENT OF MINOR ERRORS-ON BIRTH CERTIFICATE

CORRECTIONS, COMPLETIONS
(a)(1) Within Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (2) of this

subsection, within six months after the date of birth, amendment-of-obvious

State Registrar may correct or complete a birth certificate in the Statewide

Registration System upon regwest application of a parent, the hospital; in

which the birth occurred, or the certifying attendant—er-the-supervisor-of-vitel
l . o

(2) At any time after the date of birth, the State Registrar may complete

a birth certificate to add the name of a keélesn parent only upon request of the

registrant or his or her parent or guardian and upon the receipt of:

(A) a properly executed voluntary acknowledgment of parentage; or

(B) a decree of a court or administrative agency of competent

jurisdiction adjudicating parentage.
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(3) Within six months after the date of birth, the State Registrar may

complete or change the name of a child upon joint application of the parents

or upon application of the parent if only one parent is listed on the birth

certificate. A court order shall not be required except for completions or

changes of name more than six months after the date of birth.

(b) If the State Registrar determines that a correction or completion

requested under this section is unwarranted, he or she may deny an

application, in which case the applicant may petition the Probate Division of

the Superior Court. The court shall review the petition and relevant evidence

de novo to determine if the correction or completion is warranted. The court

shall transmit a decree ordering a correction or completion to the State

Registrar, who shall correct or complete the certificate in accordance with the

decree.

(c) The-amended A corrected or completed certificate shall be free of any

evidence of such-correction-except-that-the-clerk-shall make-anotation-as—to

the change and shall not be marked “Amended.” However, the State Registrar

shall record and maintain in the Statewide Registration System the source of

the information, together—with-his-or-her-name the nature and content of the

change, the identity of the person making the change, and the date the change

was made—on-the-margin-of thecertificate. This-notation-shall not-be-included
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(d) 1If the State Registrar corrects or completes a certificate that was

registered prior to July 1, 2018, he or she shall notify the town clerk or clerks

with custody of the certificate, who shall replace and dispose of the

uncorrected certificate and update indexes as directed by the State Registrar.

Corrected or completed originals shall not be marked “Amended.”’

A person who fails to co a provision of sections 5071-5073 of this

title shall be fined-$5-00 subject to the penalties in section 5011 of

Sec. 23. [Deleted.]
Sec. 24. 18 V.S.A. § 5075 is amended to read:

s 5075. ISSUANCE or NEW-OR CORRECTED AMENDED OR
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DELAYED BIRTH CERTIFICATE BY-PROBATE DIVISION OF
THE SUPERIOR COURT APPLICATION
(a) After Except as otherwise provided in subdivision 5073(a)(2) of this

title, after six months from the date of birth, any alteration of the birth

certificate of a person born in this state-may-be-amended-only-by-the decree-of

oceurred State shall be deemed an amendment. A—petition—for—such

s Upon application by

the registrant, his or her parent or guardian, the hospital in which the birth

occurred, or the certifying attendant, er-custodian setting forth the reasonfor

such-petition-and-the-correction-or amendment desired and the reason for it,

the State Registrar may amend the birth certificate if the application and

relevant evidence, if any, show that the amendment is warranted.

(b) A person born in this state State for whom no certificate of birth was

filed during the first year following birth, or his or her parent or guardian,

may p
such-person-was-born apply to the State Registrar to determine the facts with

respect to this the birth and to erder-the-issuance-of issue a delayed certificate

of birth.

(c) 1If the State Registrar denies an application under this section, the
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applicant may petition the Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall

review the application and relevant evidence de novo to determine if the

amendment or issuance of a delayed certificate is warranted. The court shall

transmit a decree ordering an amendment or issuance of a delayved certificate

to the State Registrar, who shall amend or issue the certificate in accordance

with the decree.

(d) The State Registrar shall make any amendment and register any

delayed certificate in the Statewide Registration System. Any amended birth

certificate issued from the System shall indicate the word “Amended” and the

date of amendment, and any delayed certificate issued from the System shall

indicate the word “Delayed’ and the date of registration. The State Registrar

shall record and maintain in the System the identity of the person requesting

the amendment or delayed certificate, the nature and content of the change

made in the System, the person who made the amendment or registered the

delayed certificate in the System, and the date of the amendment or

registration.

(e) If the State Registrar amends a certificate that was registered prior to

July 1, 2018, he or she shall notify the town clerk or clerks with custody of the

certificate, who shall replace and dispose of the unamended certificate and

update indexes as directed by the State Registrar.

Sec. 25. 18 V.S.A. § 5076 is amended to read:
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with-births-occurring at-the same-time: [Repealed. |

Sec. 26. 18 V.S.A. § 5077 is amended to read:
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special-designation- [Repealed.]

Sec. 27. 18 V.S.A. § 5077a is amended to read:

s 5077a. NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATE DUE TO PARENTAGE

NOMENCLATURE ON FORMER REPORT OF BIRTH FORM

(a) If a parent of a person born in this State was unable to be listed as a
parent on the persons birth certificate due to the lack of gender-neutral

nomenclature on the former report of birth infermationform forms provided by

the Department of Health, and the person or the person's parent may-petition

VT LEG #320066 v.5



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 130 of 172

sufficient proof of parentage to the State Registrar, the State Registrar shall

complete the birth certificate iinididimsitiaeltimiiibiciiaiiainin (he Statewide

Registration System. If the State Registrar denies an application under this

subsection, the applicant may petition the Probate Division of the Superior

Court, which shall review the application and relevant evidence de novo to

determine if the issuance of a new birth certificate is warranted. If the court

issues a decree ordering the issuance of a new birth certificate, the State

Registrar shall update the System in accordance with the decree. The State

Registrar shall record in the System the identity of the person requesting the

new certificate, the nature and content of the change, the person who made the

change, and the date of the change. The State Registrar shall issue a new

birth certificate from the System which shall not contain the word “Amended”

or other special designation, and shall notify the town clerk or clerks with

custody of the certificate, who shall replace the original with the new

certificate and update indexes as directed by the State Registrar. The town

clerk or clerks shall send the original to the State Registrar, who shall keep it

confidential.
(b) The-ProbateDivision—of the -Superior Court—after—hearing,—shall
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special-designation- [Repealed.]

Sec. 28. 154 V.S.A. § 3-801 is amended to read:

§ 3-801. REPORT oF apopTion 10 STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL

RECORDS
(a) Within 30 days after a decree of adoption becomes final, the clerk of the

court shall prepare, send, and certify to the State Registrar of Vital Records a

report of adoption on a form furnished prescribed by the supervisor—of—viteal
records-and-certify-and-send-the report-to-the-supervisor State Registrar. The

report shall include:

(1) information in the court’s record of the proceeding for adoption
which that is necessary to locate and identify the adoptee’s birth certificate or,
in the case of an adoptee born outside the United States, evidence the court

finds appropriate to consider as to the adoptee’s date and place country, state,
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and municipality of birth, as may be available;

(2) information necessary to issue a new birth certificate for the adoptee
and a request that a new certificate be issued, unless the court, the adoptive
parent, or an adoptee who has—attained is 14 years of age or older requests
that a new certificate not be issued; and

(3) the file number of the decree of adoption and the date on which the
decree became final.

(b) Within 30 days after a decree of adoption is amended or set aside, the

clerk of the court shall prepare and send to the State Registrar a report of that

action on a form furnished prescribed by the supervisor-of-vitalrecords—and
shall —certify—and -send the report—to—thesupervisor—of vital records State

Registrar. The report shall include information necessary to identify the
original report of adoption, and shall also include information necessary to
amend or withdraw any new birth certificate that was issued pursuant to the
original report of adoption.

Sec. 29. 154 V.S.A. § 3-802 is amended to read:

§ 3-802. ISSUANCE OF NEW, AMENDED BIRTH CERTIFICATE

(a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (d) of this section, upon
receipt of a report of adoption prepared pursuant to section

3-801 subsection 3—-801(a) of this title, a report of adoption prepared in

accordance with the law of another state or country, a certified copy of a
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decree of adoption together with information necessary to identify the
adoptee s original birth certificate and to issue a new certificate, or a report of

an amended adoption prepared pursuant to subsection 3—801(b) of this title,

the supervisor-of vitalrecords State Registrar shall either:
(1) issne-anew-birth-certificate for an adoptee born in this state State,

update the Statewide Registration System in accordance with the decree and

furnish a certified copy of the a new birth certificate to the adoptive parent and

to an adoptee who has-attained is 14 years of age or older,

(2) forward-a-certified-copy-of-areport-of-adoption for an adoptee born

in another state, forward a certified copy of the report of adoption to the

supervisor-of-vital records appropriate office of the state of birth;
(3) isswe—a—certificate-offoreign-birth for an adoptee adopted in this

state and State who was born outside the United States and was not a citizen of

the United States at the time of birth, create and register in the Statewide

Registration System a “certificate of live birth for a foreien born child” upon

request and in the form specified in 18 V.S.A. § 5078a, and furnish a certified

copy of the certificate to the adoptive parent and to an adoptee who has

attained is 14 years of age or older;

(4)
birth-certificate-throughthe United States-Department-of State for an adoptee

born outside the United States who was a citizen of the United States at the
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time of birth, notify the adoptive parent of the procedure for obtaining a

revised birth certificate through the U.S. Department of State; or

(5) in the case of an amended decree of adoption, issue-an—amended

birth-certificate-accordingto either update the Statewide Registration System

in_accordance with the decree and follow the procedure in subdivision (a)(1)

or (3) of this section, or follow the procedure in subdivision (2) or (4) of this
section.
(b) Unless otherwise specified by the court, a new birth certificate or

certificate of live birth for a foreign born child issued pursuant to subdivision

(a)(1) or (3) or an amended certificate issued pursuant to subdivision (a)(5) of

this section shall:

(1) be signed by the supervisor-of-vitalrecords State Registrar,

(2) include the date, time, and place of birth of the adoptee;
(3) substitute the name of the adoptive parent for the name of the person

listed as the adoptee’s parent on the original birth certificate;

(1) inlude-the filing ) ccrinal birth 4 ! the £ili
date-of the new-birth-certificate; [Repealed.]

(5) contain any other information prescribed by the supervisor-of—vital

reeords State Registrar.

(c) The supervisor—of vital records—and—any—other—custodian—of —such

reeordss In the case of birth certificates registered prior to July 1, 2018 that
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are to be replaced or amended pursuant to subdivision (a)(1) or (5) of this

section, the State Registrar shall notify the town clerk or clerks with custody of

the certificate, who shall substitute the new or amended birth certificate for the

original birth certificate. The original certificate and all copies of the
certificate in the files shall be sealed and shall not be subject to inspection or
copying until 99 years after the adoptee’s date of birth, except as provided by
this title.

(d) If the court, the adoptive parent, or an adoptee who has-attained is 14

years of age or older requests that a new or amended birth certificate not be

issued, the supervisor-of-vitalrecords-may State Registrar shall not issue a new

or amended certificate for an adoptee pursuant to subsection (a) of this

section—but. Nonetheless, for an adoptee born in another state, the State

Registrar shall forward a certified copy of the report of adoption or of an
amended decree of adoption for-an-adoptee-who-was-bornin-another-state to
the appropriate office in the adoptee's state of birth.

(e) Upon receipt of a report that an adoption has been vacated set aside,

the supervisor-ofvitalrecords State Registrar shall:

(1) restore-the-original-birth-certificate for a person born in this state-to
its-place-in-thefiles: State for whom a new birth certificate was issued, update

the Statewide Registration System to reflect the original birth certificate data

and, in the case of an original birth certificate registered prior to July 1, 2018,
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notify the town clerk or clerks with custody of the certificate, who shall seal

any new or amended birth certificate issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this

section, restore the original, update indexes as directed by the State Registrar,

and not allow inspection or copying of & the sealed certificate except upon

court order or as otherwise provided in this title;

(2) forward-thereportwithrespectto for a person born in another state,

forward the report to the appropriate office in the state of birth, or

(3) for an adoptee born outside the United States who was not a citizen

of the United States at the time of birth for whom a certificate of live birth for

a foreign born child was issued, update the Statewide Registration System to

reflect that the adoption was set aside; or

eertifieate-throngh-the-United-States-Pepartnent-of-State for a former adoptee

born outside the United States who was a citizen of the United States at the

time of birth, notify the person who is granted legal custody of a former

adoptee after an adoption is set aside of the procedure for obtaining an

original birth certificate through the U. S. Department of State.

(f) Upon request by a person who was listed as a parent on an adoptee’s

original birth certificate and who furnishes appropriate proof of the person's

identity, the supervisor-of-vitalrecords State Registrar shall give the person a
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noncertified copy of the original birth certificate.

Sec. 30. 18 V.S.A. § 5078 is amended to read:

§5078. ADOPTION; NEW AND AMENDED BIRTH CERTIFICATE
(a) A ital vrecordsrecistration—shall-e ich a1

certificatefor-a-person-bornin-the state when-the-supervisor When the State

o,

Registrar receives a record report of adoption, a report of an amended

adoption, or a report that an adoption has been set aside as provided in 15

¥V SA-§449 154 V.S.A. § 3-801, or a record of adoption prepared and filed in

accordance with the laws of another state or foreign country, he or she shall

proceed as prescribed in 154 V.S.A. § 3-802.

(b) The new birth——certificate—shall -be—on—a—form prescribed by —the

3 If prior to July 1, 2018 a new birth certificate was issued following

an_adoption which contains a notation that it was issued by authority of this

chapter, contains the filing dates of the original and the new birth certificate,

or otherwise contains information that facially distinguishes it from an

original, the adoptive parent or the adoptee if 14 vears of age or older may

apply to the State Registrar to issue a replacement birth certificate that does

not contain distinguishing information. The State Registrar shall issue the

replacement and notify any town clerk with custody of the version that contains
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distinguishing information, who shall substitute the latter with the replacement

birth certificate.  The town clerk shall send the version that contains

distinguishing information to the State Registrar, who shall keep it

confidential.

) T bt 4 hall . Lol )
adopted personwas-illegitimate. [Repealed. ]

d T feate, | sufficient-inf . dentifith rinal

freate—shallt ttod he clerkof 4] il be filed
according to-the proceduresin 13 V.S-A-$ 451 [Repealed. ]

of that-state- [Repealed.]

Sec. 31. 18 V.S.A. § 5078a is amended to read:
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§  5078a. BIRTH CERTIFICATE FOR FOREIGN-BORN OF
LIVE BIRTH FOR A FOREIGN BORN CHILD ADOPTED IN

VERMONT

(a) The supervisor—of vital records—registration State Registrar shall
establish aVermont-birth-certificate for-a-person-born-in-aforeign-country in

the Statewide Registration System a ‘“certificate of live birth for a foreign born

child” when the-supervisor he or she receives:

(1) a written request that a-new the certificate be established:
(A) from the adopted person if 18 14 years of age or older;; or
(B) from the adoptive parent or parents if the adopted person is
under 18 14 years of age; and

(2) a record of adoption issued under the-provisions-of 13 V-S-A4—§449

154 V.S.A. § 3-801(a).

(b) The newVermont-birth certificate shall be-on-aformpreseribed-by-the
commissioner-of-health—The new-birth-certificate-shall include:

(1) the true or probable foreign country of birth and true or probable
date of birth;

(2) the adoptive parents as though they were natural parents;

(3) a notation that it was issued by authority of this chapter;

(4) a statement that the certificate is not evidence of United-States U.S.
citizenship; and

(5) any other information the State Registrar may prescribe.

(c) The new-birth certificate shall not contain a statement whether the

VT LEG #320066 v.5



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 140 of 172

adopted person was illegitimate.

(@) Birthcertif blished underthis-seetion-shall remainon_file-onl.
at-the department-of health. [Repealed.]

(e)
provisions-of 1S V.SA-$451. [Repealed.]

Sec. 32. 18 V.S.A. § 5080 is amended to read:

s 5080. FORMAND EFFECT OF NEW CERTIFICATE

and-5078-ofthis-title—Such A new birth certificate issued under 154 V.S.A.

§ 3-802 and sections 5077a and 5112 of this title shall have the same force and

effect as though filed registered in accordance with the provisions of section

5071 of this title. Each-certified-copy-of such-certificate-and-eachreturn-based
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[Repealed.]

Sec. 34. 18 V.S.A. § 5082 is amended to read:

§5082. CONSTRUCTION

relating to-marriages-and-births- [Repealed.]

Sec. 35. 18 V.S.A. § 5083 is amended to read:

§ 5083. PARTICIPANTS IN ADDRESS CONFIDENTIALITY PROGRAM

(a) If a participant in the program described in 15 V.S.A. chapter 21,
subchapter 3 who is the parent of a child born during the period of program
participation notifies the physician or midwife who delivers the child, or the
hospital at which the child is delivered, not later than 24-hewrs 10 days after

the birth of the child, that the participant’s confidential address should not

appear on the childs birth certificate, then the Department-shall not-disclose

reeords address shall not be maintained in the Statewide Registration System
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and the State Registrar, town clerks, and any other issuing agent shall ensure

the confidentiality of the address during the period of program participation in

accordance with measures prescribed by the State Registrar. A participant

who fails to provide such notice shall be deemed to have waived the provisions

of this section. Ifsuch-notice-is-receivedthennotwithstanding section 5071-of

The Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar shall notify the Secretary of
State of—the—receipt—of—a—birth—certificate—on—behalf—of that a program

participant has given notice under this section.

(c) The Department State Registrar shall maintain a confidential record

of the parent’s actual mailing address and town of residence—Such—record,
which shall be exempt from public inspection and copying under the Public

Records Act.
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(d) Upon the renewal: expiration, withdrawal, invalidation, or cancellation

of program participation of any parent of whom the Secretary of State received

notice from the Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar, the Secretary of
State shall notify the Supervisor-of Vital Records State Registrar.
(e) Netwithstanding section-3075-of-this—title—upon Upon notice of the

expiration, withdrawal, invalidation, or cancellation of program participation,

the supervisor—of—vital-records—registration State Registrar shall enter—the

update the Statewide Registration System and take such other steps as may be

necessary to ensure that the actual mailing address and town of residence on

the eriginal birth certificate and—shalltrensmit-the—completed-—orisinal-birth
certificate-to-the-town-clerk-where-the-birth-occurred are available for public

inspection and copying in accordance with section 5016 of this title.

h T lerkshall 4 ved.inthi .
accordancewith-the provisions-of this-chapter [Repealed. ]

Sec. 36. 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 is added to read:

CHAPTER 20. BIRTH INFORMATION NETWORK

Sec. 37. REDESIGNATION

18 V.S.A. §§ 50875089 (related to the Birth Information Network) are

redesignated within 18 V.S.A. chapter 20 to be 18 V.S.A. §§ 991-993.

Sec. 38. 18 V.S.A. § 5112 is amended to read:

§5112. ISSUANCE OF NEW BIRTH CERTIFICATE; CHANGE OF SEX
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hat receipt of an application for a new birth certificate and after

receivinoW sufficient evidence to determine that an individual’s sexual

reassignment Wgs been completed, the State Registrar shall issue a new birth
certificate to:

(1) show that tWg sex of the individual born in this State has been
changed; and

(2) if the application isNgccompanied by a decree of the Probate

Division authorizing a change of nanMassociated with the change of sex, to

reflect the change of name.

(b) An affidavit by a licensed physician wh®as treated or evaluated the
individual stating that the individual has undergon®surgical, hormonal, or
other treatment appropriate for that individual for theWgurpose of gender
transition shall constitute sufficient evidence for the Cowurt StoMg Registrar to
issue-an-order determine that sexual reassignment has been compl&ed. The

affidavit shall include the medical license number and signature OWgthe

(@)(1) Upon receiving from the Probate Division-of-the SuperiorC

eomrt-order—that receipt of an application for a new birth certificate and after

receiving sufficient evidence to determine that an individual’s sexual

reassignment has been completed, the State Registrar shall update the
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Statewide Registration System and issue a new birth certificate to:

(A) show that the sex of the individual born in this State has been
changed,; and

(B) if the application is accompanied by a decree of the Probate

Division authorizing a change of name associated with the change of sex, to

reflect the change of name.

(2) The State Registrar shall record in the System the identity of the

person requesting the new certificate, the nature and content of the change

made, the person who made the change, and the date of the change.

(b)(1) An affidavit by a licensed physician who has treated or evaluated the
individual stating that the individual has undergone surgical, hormonal, or
other treatment appropriate for that individual for the purpose of gender
transition shall constitute sufficient evidence for-the-Court to issue—an—order
determine that sexual reassignment has been completed. The affidavit shall
include the medical license number and signature of the physician.

(2) If the State Registrar denies an application under this section, the

applicant may petition the Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall

review the application and relevant evidence de novo to determine if the

issuance of a new birth certificate under this section is warranted. If the court

issues a decree ordering the issuance of a new birth certificate under this

section, the State Registrar shall update the Statewide Registration System and
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issue a new birth certificate in accordance with subsection (a) of this section.

(c) A new certificate issued pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall
be substituted for the original birth certificate in official records. The new
certificate shall not show that a change in name or sex, or both, has been

made. The original birth certificate, the Probate Division erder change of

name decree, if any, and any other records relating to the issuance of the new

birth certificate shall be confidential and shall be exempt from public
inspection and copying under the Public Records Act; however an individual
may have access to his or her own records and may authorize the State
Registrar to confirm that-pursuant-to-conrt-order—it-has he or she issued a new
birth certificate to the individual that reflects a change in name or sex, or both.
(d) If an individual born in this State has an amended birth certificate
showing that the sex of the individual has been changed, and the birth
certificate is marked “Court Amended” or otherwise clearly shows that it has
been amended, the individual may receive a new birth certificate from the State
Registrar upon application.
* * % Marriage Records * * *
Sec. 39. 18 V.S.A. § 5131 is amended to read:
§ 5131. ISSUANCE OF CIVIL MARRIAGE LICENSE; SOLEMNIZATION;
RETURN OF CIVIL MARRIAGE CERTIFICATE;

REGISTRATION
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(a)(1) Upon receipt of a completed application in a form prescribed by the

department State Registrar, which shall require both parties to sign the

application certifying to the accuracy of the facts contained therein, a town

clerk shall issue to a person a civil marriage license in the form prescribed by

the department State Registrar only if at least one party has signed the license

in the presence of the clerk and shall enter thereon the names of the parties to

the proposed marriage; and fill out the form as far as practicable and. The

town clerk shall retain in the clerk’s office a copy thereof of the license until

the marriage certificate is returned by the solemnizer.

(2) The department-shall preseribe application forms that shall allow

each party to a marriage to be designated “bride,” “groom,” or “spouse,” as

he or she chooses—and-the-application-shall - be-in-substantiallythe following
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Completed)

GRADES GRADES
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FHTHER'S BIRTHPLACE (State MOTHER'S BIRTHPLACE
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orForeign Country (State-orForeign
Country)
NO-OFE THIS NO-OF 1E PREVIOUSLY IN MARRIAGE
ete) UNIONS RELATIONSHIP WAS

L MARRIAGE 2 CHAL
UNION
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application—to—the—accuracy—ofthefacts—so—stated- The license shall be

issued by:

(A) the clerk of the incorporated town, city, or village where either

party resides;

(B) the clerk of the county where an unorganized town or gore is

situated, if both parties reside in an unorcanized town or gore in that county,

or if one party so resides and the other party resides in an unorganized town or

gore in another county or outside the State; or:

(C) ifneither-is-aresident-of-the-state; by any town clerk in the state

State if neither party is a resident of the State.
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(4)(A) Parties to a civil union certified in Vermont may elect to dissolve
their civil union upon marrying one another but are not required to do so to

form a civil marriage. The department State Registrar shall clearly indicate

this option on the civil marriage application form required by subdivision (2)
of this subsection. If a couple elects this option, each party to the intended
marriage shall sign a statement on the confidential portion of the civil
marriage license and certificate form stating that he or she freely and
voluntarily agrees to dissolve the civil union between the parties.

% %k ok

(b) A civil marriage license so issued shall be signed by both parties to the

marriage and delivered by one of the parties to the proposed marriage, within
60 days from the date of issue, to a person authorized to solemnize marriages
by section 5144 of this title. If the proposed marriage is not solemnized within
60 days from the date of issue, such license shall become void. After such the
person has solemnized the marriage, he or she shall fill out that part of the
form on the license provided for his or her use, sign it, and certify to the same

occurrence and date of the marriage. Thereafter the document shall be known

as a civil marriage certificate.

Sec. 40. 18 V.S.A. § 5139 is amended to read:

§5139. CLERK’S DUTIES; PENALTY
(a) 4 Except under the circumstances described in subsection (b) of this
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section, a town clerk who knowingly issues a civil marriage license upon

application of a person residingin-another-town-inthe-state—or-a-county-clerk

other-than-as-provided-in-section-5005-of this-title other than as described in

subdivision 5131(a)(3) of this title, or a clerk who issues such a license without

first requiring the applicant to fill out, sign, and make oath to the declaration

contained therein as provided in section 5131 of this title, shall be fiiadidti

eSS0 00 i SO0 00 il E i o
Sttt 1111¢d N0t more than $50.00 nor less than $20.00.

(b) A town clerk may issue a civil marriage license to parties other than as

described in subdivision 5131(a)(3) of this title when the office of the town

clerk with authority to issue the license is not open during standard business

hours and the parties have a compelling, immediate need to be married, as

determined by the town clerk issuing the civil marriage license. A compelling,

immediate need would arise when irreparable hesiiiiiciddeaggi harm could

occur if the marriage were delayed.

o 4 Q 4 S 40 1o amondod tao road.:
§ 5140. PENAT™ OR MISREPRESENTATION

A person making-application WiSmagplies to a clerk for a license to marry

wheo and knowingly makes a material misrepresentalt iy ing-the form
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Sec. 41. [Deleted.]

Sec. 42. 18 V.S.A. § 5141 is amended to read:

s 5141. PROOF CONFIRMATION OF LEGAL QUALIFICATIONS OF
PARTIES; PENALTY
(a) Before At a minimum, before issuing a civil marriage license to an

applicant, the town clerk shall satisfy-himself-by—requiring-affidavits-or-other
proof—that—neither—party—to—the—intended —marriage—is review the license

application to confirm that:

(1) the information submitted therein does not facially indicate that the

parties are prohibited from marrying by the laws of this state State; and

(2) the parties have certified to the veracity of the information in the

application.

(b) A clerk who fails to comply with the provisions of this section or who
issues a civil marriage license with knowledge that the parties, or either of

them, are prohibited from marrying or otherwise have failed to comply with the

requirements of the laws of this state State, or a person who having authority
and having such knowledge solemnizes such a marriage, shall be silitdiiai

iS00 00 il E L i iSOl

tikle fined not more than $100.00.
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the-office-of the-clerkof the townwherein-the licensewas-issued- [Repealed.]

Sec. 43. 18 V.S.A. § 5142 is amended to read:

SO RESTRICTIONS A4S 10 PERSONS WHO - ARE-MINORS -OR

INCOMPETENT NOT AUTHORIZED TO MARRY

A-Clerk The following persons are not authorized to marry, and a town

clerk shall not knowingly issue a civil marriage license, when either-party—to
Lo lod . »

(1) either party is a person who has not attained majority witheut,

unless the consent town clerk has received in writing the consent of one of the

parents of the minor, if there is ene a parent competent to act;, or of the
guardian of sueh the minor,

(2) nor-with-such-consent-when either party is under 16 years of age;

(3) ner—when either of the parties to-the-intended-marriage—is—not is

mentally eapable incapable of entering into marriage as defined in 15 V.S.A.

9514,

(4) nor-to-aperson either of the parties is under guardianship, without

the written consent of such the party’s guardian-;
(5) [Repealed.]

(6) the parties are prohibited from marrving under 15 V.S.A. § la on

account of consanguinity or affinity;

VT LEG #320066 v.5



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 156 of 172

(7) either of the parties has a wife or husband living, as prohibited

under 13 V.S.A. § 206 (bigamy).

Sec. 44. 18 V.S.A. § 5143 is amended to read:

§5143. PENALTIES

be fined not-morethan-320.00. A person who aids in procuring such a civil

marriage license by falsely pretending to be the parent or guardian having

authority to give consent to the marriage of such-minors a minor shall be Jidicd

e 850000 b E L i SLINIDN.

idideididden fined not more than $500.00.

§ 5146. PENALTY FOR SOLE /CENSE OR

fails to properly fill out Mmtorm thereon provided for his or her use and return

the license and certificate of civi ‘age to the town clerks office from

which it was issued within 10 days from the date o] Waggarriage, shall be fined

not-lessthan-$10-00 subject to the penalties prescribed in sectiOMa011 of this

Sec. 45. [Deleted.]

Sec. 46. 18 V.S.A. § 5147 is amended to read:
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s 5147. SOLEMNIZATION BY UNAUTHORIZED PERSON; PENALTY;
VALIDITY OF MARRIAGE

(a) A-person An individual who, knowing that he or she is not authorized

50 to do, undertakes to join others in marriage, shall be ilktiiialitduiiai=iiaic

S

ettt bl 111 )1 [S OT1 (] 10T

more than six months or fined not more than $300.00 nor less than $100.00, or
both.

(b) A marriage solemnized before-a-personprofessingto-be-ajustice-or-a

minister-of-the-gospel by an individual who was not authorized to do so under

this chapter shall not be void ner—the—validity-thereof-affectedfor—-want—of
risdicti Lot ) | it . or invalid

providing provided that the marriage is in other respects lawful and is
consummated with a belief on the part of the-persons either party so married;
or-either-of-thems that they the couple were lawfully joined in marriage.

* % * Reports of Death, Death Certificates * * *
Sec. 47. 18 V.S.A. § 5202 is amended to read:

§ 5202. REPORT OF DEATH; DEATH CERTIFICATE; DUTIES OF

PHYSICIAN AND AUTHORIZED LICENSED HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONAL

(a)(1) The Within 24 hours after a death, the licensed health care

professional who is{ast-in-attendance-upon last attended a deceased person
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commissioner submit the medical portion of a report of death in a manner

prescribed by the State Registrar. For-thepurposes-of-this-section—alicensed

advance practiceregistered-nurse:- If the licensed health care professional who

attended the death is unable to state the cause of death, he or she shall

immediately notify the physician licensed health care professional, if any, who

was in charge of the patient s care to-fill-out-the-certificate, and he or she shall

fulfill this requirement.

(2) If the-physician neither health care professional is wnable able to

state the cause of death, the provisions of section 5205 of this title apply.

(3) The licensed health care professional may—with-the-consent-of-the

funeral-director. delegate to the funeral director or the person in charge of the

body, with that individuals consent, the responsibility of gathering-data—for

Hh—Was—the—deceased The State Registrar shall furnish the agency

responsible for veterans’ affairs information as to the deceased’s status as a

veteran of-any-war?
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) If-so—of whatwar2.

(5) The State Registrar shall register the report of death in the Statewide

Registration System upon receipt of the required information. The portion of

the report of death that is not confidential under section 5014 of this title is the

death certificate.

(b) When death 1 a death

certificate from—an—attending licensed -health-—care professional-before is not

available prior to burial or transportation of a body, any licensed health care

professional who has access to the facts and can certify that the death is not

subject to the provisions of section 5205 of this title may complete and sign a

preliminary report of death on a form supplied-by-the-commissioner prescribed
by the State Registrar. The-municipal-or-county-clerk-or-a-deputy-shall The

health care professional may delegate completion of the nonmedical facts to

any funeral director or person in charge of the body with access to the

nonmedical facts, with that individual's consent. A person authorized to issue

a_burial-transit permit shall accept this—report—and a properly completed

preliminary report and issue a burial-transit permit. This The preliminary

report of-death may be destroyed six months after & the death certificate has

been filed registered. This doesnot subsection does not relieve the-attending a

licensed health care professional from the-responsibility-of-completing-a-death
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his or her responsibilities under subsection (a) of this section.

Sec. 48. 18 V.S.A. § 5203 is amended to read:

95203, DEATH CERTIFICATE: MEMBER OF ARMED FORCES

[Repealed.]

Sec. 49. 18 V.S.A. § 5204 is amended to read:

SA204 FORMS: CERTHACATION

certified-copy-thereof to-the office-of the-adjutant general- [Repealed.]

Sec. 50. 18 V.S.A. § 5205 is amended to read:

§ 5205. DEATH CERTIFICATE WHEN NO ATTENDING PHYSICIAN

AND IN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES; AUTOPSY
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(f) The State’s Attorney or Chief Medical Examiner, if either deem it
necessary and in the interest of public health, welfare, and safety, or in
furtherance of the administration of the law, may order an autopsy to be
performed by the Chief Medical Examiner or under his or her direction. Upon
completion of the autopsy, the Chief Medical Examiner shall submit a report to
such State's Attorney and the Attorney General and shall eomplete-and-sign-a

eertificate submit a report of death to the State Registrar.

% %k ok

Sec. 51. 18 V.S.A. § 5206 is amended to read:
§ 5206. PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO EURNISH -DEATH CERTIFICATE

SUBMIT REPORT OF DEATH

A physician-whofailstofurnish-a-certificate-of-death licensed health care

professional who fails to cause the medical portion of a report of death to be

submitted within 24 hours after the death of a person containing a true

statement of the cause of such death-and-all-the-other-facts-provided-for-in-the

form—of-death—certificates, so far as these facts are obtainable, siwebieiyaiomas
i 0000 sl b E ” e .

ldeledeiebliisedidla shall be fined not more than $100.00.

Sec. 52. 18 V.S.A. § 5202a is amended to read:

§ 5202a. CORRECTION, COMPLETION, OR AMENDMENT OF DEATH
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CERTIFICATE

(a) Corrections, completions. Within six months after the date of death, the

town-clerk State Registrar may correct or complete a death certificate upon

application by the certifying physician licensed health care professional,
medical examiner, hospital, nursing home, or funeral director, if the

application and relevant evidence, if any, show that the correction or

completion is warranted. The—town—clerk—may—correct—or—complete—the

(b))} Amendments. After six months from the date of death, any alteration

of a death certificate m

certificate—is—tited shall be deemed an amendment. Upon application by a

person specified in subsection (a) of this section, the State Registrar may

amend the death certificate if the application and relevant evidence, if any,

show that the amendment is warranted.
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(c) Appeal. If the State Registrar denies an application for a correction,

completion, or amendment under this section, the applicant may petition the

Probate Division of the Superior Court, which shall review the application and

relevant evidence de novo to determine if the requested action is warranted.

The court shall transmit a decree ordering a correction, completion, or

amendment to the State Registrar, who shall take action in accordance with the

decree.

(d) Documentation of changes. The State Registrar shall make corrections,

completions, and amendments in the Statewide Registration System. A

corrected or completed certificate issued from the System shall be free of any

evidence of the alteration and shall not be marked “Amended.” Any amended

death certificate issued from the System shall indicate the word “Amended”

and the date of amendment. The State Registrar shall enter into and maintain

in the System the identity of the person requesting the correction, completion,
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or amendment, the nature and content of the change, the identity of the person

making the change in the System, and the date the change was made.

(e) Original certificates. If the State Registrar corrects, completes, or

amends a certificate that was registered prior to July 1, 2018, he or she shall

transmit-the-same-to-the-appropriate-town-clerk-to-amend notify the town clerk

or clerks with custody of the original er—issue—a—new certificate, who shall

replace and dispose of the original, and update indexes, as directed by the

6

State Registrar. - ; tten;

physician-may-appb-to Cause of death. The State Registrar shall only correct

or, complete the—certificate—as—to, or amend the medical certification of the

cause of death upon application by the medical examiner or certifying licensed

health care professional.

Sec. 53. 18 V.S.A. § 5207 is amended to read:
§ 5207. CERTIFICATE FURNISHED FAMILY; BURIAL BURIAL-
TRANSIT PERMIT
The physici Sl ) 4 ¢ deathwithin 36 Within

24 hours after death, shatl-deliver-the-same the death certificate shall be made

available upon request to the family of the deceased, if any, or the undertaker
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or person who has charge of the body. Sueh The certificate shall be filed with

the person issuing the certificate—of-permission—for—burial—entombment—or

removal burial-transit permit obtained by the person who has charge of the

body before such dead body shall be buried, entombed, or removed from the

town. When such the death certificate of-death is so filed, such the officer or

person shall immediately issue a certificate—ofpermission—for—burial;
entombment—or—removal-of-the—dead-body burial-transit permit under legal

restrictions and safeguards.

Sec. 54. 18 V.S.A. § 5211 is amended to read:
$ 5211. UNAUTHORIZED BURIAL OR REMOVAL,; PENALTY

A person who buries, entombs, transports, or removes the dead

body of a person without a burial-transit erremevel permit so to

do, or in any other manner or at any other time or place than as specified in

such permit, shall besidiijiiisaiitdeiiiitablitiiliitait il iaaiiaiic
Sl 000 00 i il E i i R,

idsedidd imprisoned not more than five years or fined not more than $1,000.00,

or both.

§5216. PEN
A sexton or other person havin™elgioe of a cemetery, tomb, or receiving

vault who violates a provision of sections 5214 ana &l this title shall be
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Sec. 55. [Deleted.]
* % % Conforming Changes * * *
Sec. 56. 4 V.S.A. § 31la is amended to read:

§ 31la. VENUE GENERALLY
For proceedings authorized to the Probate Division of Superior Court,

venue shall lie as provided in Title 14A for the administration of trusts, and

otherwise in a Probate District as follows:

% %k ok

(19) Issuance—of Appeal from a denial by the State Registrar of Vital

Records of a request for a new er, corrected, amended, or delayed birth

certificate: in the district where the birth occurred or allegedly occurred.

(20)  Correction or amendment of a civil marriage or civil union

certificate or issuance of delayed certificate: in the district where the originel

certificate—is—filed marriage or civil union license was issued or allegedly

issued.

(21) Correction-or-amendment-of-a Appeal from a denial by the State

Registrar of Vital Records of a request for a corrected or amended death

certificate: in the district where the eriginal-certificate-isfiled death occurred

or, if the place of death is unknown, where the body was found.

% %k ok

27) 1 - cortils bl | thorizinethe.civi]
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Sec. 57. 15 V.S.A. § 816 is amended to read:

s 816. CERTIFICATE OF CHANGE; CORRECTION AMENDMENT OF

BIRTH AND-CHAL MARRIAGE RECORDS CERTIFICATE

or-she—shall A person, or the parent or guardian of a minor, may provide the

probate-division-of-the-superior-court State Registrar of Vital Records with a
copy of his or her birth certificate and—if-married—a-copy-of-his—or-her—civil

supervisor-of vital records-registration or the birth certificate of the minor and

a certified copy of a decree issued under this chapter authorizing a change of

name, and request that the birth certificate be amended in accordance with the

decree. The State Registrar of Vital Records shall ferward-such-instriment-of
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the-original certificate-and-all copies-thereof update the Statewide Registration
System and proceed in accordance with the-provisions—of-chapter101-of Title

18 V.S A. §5075.  Such—amended Notwithstanding 18 V.S.A. § 5075,

certificates amended pursuant to this section shall have the words “Court
Amended” stamped—written—or-typed at the top and shall show that the change
of name was made pursuant to this chapter.

Sec. 58. REPLACEMENTS

(a) In 154 V.S.A. §§ 3-705 and 5-108(c), the phrase ‘“‘supervisor of vital

records’’ is replaced with “State Registrar of Vital Records”, and in 154 V.S.A.

§ 5-108(c), the word “supervisor’ is replaced with “State Registrar.”

(b) In 18 V.S.A. § 1103, the phrase “certificate of birth” is replaced with

“report of birth.”

(c) In 18 V.S.A. § 5148, “commissioner of health” is replaced with “State

Registrar.”

(d) In 18 V.S.A. §§ 5150(c) and 5168(c), the phrase “supervisor of vital

records registration” is replaced by “State Registrar” wherever it appears.

(e) In 18 V.S.A. §§ 5151 and 5169, the phrase “‘supervisor of vital records

registration” and the phrase “department of health” are replaced by “State

Registrar” wherever they appear.

Sec. 59. 154 V.S.A. § 1-101 is amended to read:

§ 1-101. DEFINITIONS
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As used in this title:

(22) ‘“State Registrar” and ‘‘State Registrar of Vital Records” mean the

supervisor of the Office of Vital Records in the Department of Health.

(23) “Stepparent” means a person who is the spouse or surviving

spouse of a parent of a child but who is not a parent of the child.

i ’! :‘ ‘{;Z . E: . ! /l 2] l . E: . l /l
. . ¢ the D  Health.
Sec. 60. 24 V.S.A. § 1164 is amended to read:

§ 1164. CERTIFIED COPIES; FORM
(a) A town clerk shall furnish certified copies of any instrument on record

in his or her office, or any instrument or paper filed in his or her office
pursuant to law, on the tender of his—oer—her fees therefor, and his or her
attestation shall be a sufficient authentication of the copies, except that the
town clerk shall not-copy redact the word “illegitimate” from any copy of a

birth certificate he or she furnishes.

(b) Copies of vital o 4 : dethe State_filed witl

A town clerk shall furnish a certified copy of a vital event certificate only if

authorized and as prescribed under 18 V.S.A. chapter 101.

Sec. 61. 32 V.S.A. § 1712 is amended to read:

§ 1712. TOWN CLERKS
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Town clerks shall receive the following fees l—n—th@—m&l—#@#@f

vital registration for issuing marriage licenses and vital event certificates:

(1) For issuing and recording a civil marriage or—eivil-union license,
8360.00 to be paid by the applicant, $10.00 of which sum shall be retained by
the town clerk as a fee, $35.00 of which shall be deposited in the Domestic and
Sexual Violence Special Fund created by 13 V.S.A. § 5360, and 315.00 of
which sum shall be paid by the town clerk to the State Treasurer in a return
filed quarterly upon forms furnished by the State Treasurer and specifying all

fees received by him or her during the quarter. Such quarterly period shall be

as of the first day of January, April, July, and October.

peaid-by-thetown- [Repealed.]
(4) $L00Sfor-ecach—certificate—of facts—relatingto—births—deaths—civil
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the cost-of binding the certificate-shall be paid-by-the town. [Repealed.]

(5) Fees for vital records event certificates shall be equivalentto-those

ved by the C . ¢ Heoalth he 1 g ehivi
pursuant-to-subsection 1715 (a)-of this-title charged and allocated as specified

in I8 V.S.A. § 5017.

Sec. 62. 32 V.S.A. § 1715 is amended to read:

§1715. VITAL RECORDS EVENT CERTIFICATES; COPIES; SEARCH

(a) Upon payment of a-$10-00 the fee established under 18 V.S.A. § 5017,

the Commissioner—of—Health Office of Vital Records or the Vermont State

Archives and Records Administration shall provide a certified eopies copy of a

vital records event certificate, or shall ascertain and certify what the vital

event certificate shows, except that the-Commissioner-and-the Vermont-State

Archivist-shall not-copy the word “illegitimate” shall be redacted from any

birth certificate furnished. The fee for the search of the vital records is $3.00

which is credited toward the fee for the first certified copy based upon the
search.

(b) Fees collected under this section shall be credited to special funds
established and managed pursuant to chapter 7, subchapter 5 of-chapter—7 of

this title, and shall be available to the charging departments to offset the costs

VT LEG #320066 v.5



BILL AS PASSED BY THE HOUSE AND SENATE H.111
2017 Page 172 of 172
of providing those services.

* % * Effective Dates * * *
Sec. 63. EFFECTIVE DATES

(a) This section; in Sec. 3, 18 V.S.A. § 5000(e)(8) and (f) (rulemaking

authority); and in Sec. 39, 18 V.S A. §5131(a)(2) (marriage license

application form) shall take effect on passage.

(b) All other sections of this act shall take effect on July 1, 2018.
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